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The Life and Death of Professor 
Gellert. 


HRISTIAN F. GELLERT, 

/ the third among thirteen 
children, was born at Haynichen, 
inSaxony, in 1715. His father 
was second minister of the place; 
lulfilled the duties of his charge 
for fifty years with exemplary 
zeal and fidelity ; and died Dean 


atthe age of seventy-five. His} 


mother, by her precepts, im- 
pressed on the mind of her chil- 
dren the principles of piety ; and 
by her example, conducted them 
to the practice of active virtue. 
She lived to see her eldest son, 
Frederic, principal commissary 
of the posts in Saxony; and her 
youngest, inspector of the mines 
at Frieburg. 

Christian Gellert received his 

'st education at a public school 
1 Pula where his friend- 
ee eng with Gartner 
Mi eens: a friendship which 
mn ssc to the happli- 
; et his future life. At the 
ae of eleven he was employed 


. ying a multitude of docu- 
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ments, contracts, and judicial 
acts ; anexercise which, in a less 
ardent mind, might have stifled 
the poetic spirit which soon burst 
forth in Gellert. In his thirteenth 
year he wrote a poem on his 
father’s birth day, which must 
have possessed considerable 
merit, as many could recite it by 
memory, and preferred it to his 
other compositions. 

Gellert went in 1734 to Leip- 
sick, and studied there four 
years, when his father was obli- 
ged to recal him from inability 
to support the expense of main- 
taining him at the university. 
On his return home he began 
to preach ; and his first attempt, 
which was very inauspicious, he 
thus relates in his memoirs. 

“It was at the age of fifteen, 
and in my native town, that L 
made the first essay of my el- 
oquence. One of the citizens 
had requested me to be godfa- 
ther to his child, which child 
died a few days after. I under- 
took his funeral sermon, though 
my father agreed rather unwil- 
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child was to be buried at noon ; 
at eight in the morning I began 
to compose my discourse, which 


was not completed till very late. | 


I lost what time remained in 
composing an epitaph, and had 
but one hour to fix what I had 
my memory. 
However, I boldly entered the 
church, and began my discourse 
with much solemnity, and at- 
tained nearly to the third sen- 
tence. Suddenly my ideas be- 
came confused, and the pre- 
sumptuous orator found himself 
in a state of anxiety, from which 
it was difficult for him to recov- 
er. Atlength [ had recourse to 
my papers, written in the form 
ofa deed, on one large sheet, I 
unrolled it slowly before the eyes 
of my audience, who were as 
much disturbed as myself; I 
placed it in my hat and continu- 
ed my discourse with tolerable 
boldness.—Ardent youth! let 
my example teach thee to con- 
duct thyself with more pru- 
dence. I presumed too much 
upon myself, I was punished 
for it, and I frequently after- 
wards deplored my foolish te- 
merity : be wiser than I was !” 
It is pleasing thus to see a 
man profit by his errors, and 
even disclose them for the bene- 
fit of others; as the mariner 
marks in his chartthe fatal sands 
on which his vessel struck. 
From this incident Gellert con- 
celved a timidity, whieh he 
was never abie to overcome, and 
which, together with bad health, 
weak lungs, and a memory not 
very firm, prevented him from 
becoming that ornament to the 
pulpit, which his early attempts 
Promised, and engaged him to 
eadae | his talents in a different 
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His limited circumstan 
not allow him to devote his 
whole time to the Cultivation of 
his own talents. In 1739, he 
undertook the care of several 
pupils ; and, zealous in the dis. 
charge of this important duty, 
he trusted not to his own 
strength ; he prayed for supeti- 
orassistance. On the right em. 
ployment of the Sabbath he 
justly laid particular stress ; he 
considered it as * an indispensa- 
ble means, and the most useful 
of all, for quickening our pro- 
gress in religion and piety ;” he 
thought that on our mode of 
employing the Sabbath,” de- 
pended “ the use we made of 
the week.” 

* For on that day, (he would 
say,)to withdraw ourselves from 
all earthly occupations, to make 
a serious examination of our 
hearts, to raise them to heaven, 
to nourish them with the truths 
founded on faith, is to fortify 
them for the whole week, to pre- 
pare ourselves for a faithful dis 
charge of the duties of our call- 
ing. Amidst the tumults of the 
world, and the occupations of 
life, we too easily lose the sentl- 
ment of our weakness and mis¢- 
ry, if we do not set apart a ccl 
tain portion of time for metl- 
tating on our insufficiency; = 
on the power and goodness os 
God; on our nothingness, 2 
‘on his greatness. The bette! 
your dispositions, the more a 
tive your zeal in discharging 
your duties, the more —_ 
you may think your ttl 
in virtue, the more reason yo 
will have to fear the surprises” 
spiritual pride. apse oh 
therefore, the Lord’s Day xo 
of humility. Impress your ‘ 
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this great truth + that your ex- 
istence, your felicity or your mis- 
ery, your faith, your piety, are 
entirely and wholly dependenton 
the Supreme Being. Entertain 
adeep sense of the eoodness of 
God, and of your own weakness. 
Awaken your mind to the sense 
of God’s mercies; enjoy the 
conversation of your pious 
friends, rejoice in the felicity 
which is their portion, in the 
beauties andin the wonders of 
nature.” 

This testimony from Gellert, 
whose assiduity in the discharge 
of the arduous duties of his sta- 
tion was unremitting, 1s surely 
asuflicient answer to those who 
plead the toils of the week as an 
apology for the dissipation in 
which they spend that day which 
God has claimed for himself. 
If toadore their Creator is bur- 
thensome; if to hold commun- 
ion with their Redeemer, and 
gratefully to contemplate the 
wonders of his love, is not a 
delightful employment; if a 
sense of their own insufficiency 
does not lead them to implore 
the assistance of the Holy Spi- 
Nt; itis a sure proof that their 
hearts are not right before God ; 
and no other argument is want- 
ing to shew how necessary it is 
that they should diligently use 
all the appointed means of grace, 
and thankfully acknowledge the 
Wisdom and goodness of God, 
iNhaving set apart one day in 
‘ven for peculiar attention to 
our spiritual concerns. 

To the opinion of Gellert we 
may add the testimony of one, 
eae: for his profound know- 
= of English law, and still 
ae ayer for his unshaken 

couty and exalted piety. 

God Almighty,” says Sir 
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Matthew Hale, “ is the Lord of 
our time, and lends it to us, and, 
as it is but just we should con- 
secrate this part (the Sabbath) 
of that time to him, so I have 
found, by a strict and diligent 
observation, that a due observa- 
tion of the duty of this day hath 
ever joined toit a blessing upon 
the rest of my time, and the 
week that hath been so begun 
hati been blessed and prosperous 
to me ; and, on the other side, 


| when I have been negligent of 


the duties of this day, the rest 
of the week hath been unsuc- 
cessful and unhappy to my own 
secular employments ; so that 
I could easily make an estimate 
of my successes in my secular 
employments the week follow- 
ing, by the manner of my pas- 
sing this day ; and this I do not 
write lightly or inconsiderately, 
but upon a long and sound ob- 
servation and experience.”’* 

In 1741, Gellert having con- 
ducted his nephew, to whom he 
had for some time been tutor, to 
the University of Leipsick, there 
continued to instruct him, and 
undertook the education of some 
other pupils. Soon after his re- 
turn to Leipsick, a periodical 
work was commenced, called, 
«+ Amusements of the Heart and 
Understanding,” in which Gel- 
lert “inserted many tales and 
fables, some didactic poems, and 
several discourses in prose.” 

“ Those,” says his biogra- 
pher, “ were perused with eager- 
ness, they were read over and 
over, and Jearned by heart. The 
easy and natural style of his 
narrations, perfectly simple and 
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unaffected, the sweetness and 
amenity of his verses, the natural 
expression ofa young poet seek- 
ing to please his readers, to in- 
struct and to make them better, 
who was playful without offence, 
whose laughter was never tinged 
with bitterness, but whose smiles 
were those of friendship or com- 


“passion ; all these qualities were 


so attractive that from month 
to month the public taste for 
his works became more lively 
and more general.” 

But Gellert’s exertions were 
not confined to literary objects ; 
he was ready to embrace every 
opportunity of reclaiming a fel- 
low-creature from his sins. His 
biographer has preserved a very 
interesting account of the assi- 
duity, tenderness, and judgment, 
with which Gellert attended, 
during a severe illness, a young 
man, who had run into every 
excess of profligacy and pro- 
faneness. His pious efforts were 
blessed with success. The young’ 
man did not recover ; but Gel- 
Jert had the satisfaction of seeing 
that his death was that of a true 
penitent. 

In 1745—6, Gellert took his 
degree in the belles lettres, and 
thereby acquired a right of giv- 
ing public lectures. On this 
occasion he published a disser- 
tation on fabulous poetry, and 
the principal fabulists. The 
next twelve years of his life, it 
Seems, produced his fables ; 
some dramatic pieces, written 
with a view to reform the the- 
atre ; a romance, called the 


prove that this species of com- 
Position may be employed to 
amend, instead of corrupting 
the heart ; Consolations to Vale- 
tudinarians ; Moral Poems ; 











of Professor Gellert. 


[Sepr, 


Letters, and a Treatise on the 
Epistolary Style, Didactic Pp. 
ems; Sacred Songs and Hymns, 

Phe character of his fables is 
thus summed up by his biogra. 
pher.—“ The choice of subjects, 
the moral, the style, all please, 
all do honor to the judgement, 
the understanding, and the heart 
of the poet.” And in proof of 
the effect which they produced 
among his countrymen, the fol- 
lowing interesting anecdote is 
related : 

“In the beginning of one 
winter he saw a Saxon peasant 
drive up to his door a cart loat- 
ed with fire wood, who demand- 
ed of him himself, whether he 
was not the gentleman who 
composed such fine tales? On 
the answer he received, the pea- 
sant, joy sparkling in his eyes, 
with many excuses for the liber- 
ty he took, made Gellert a pre- 
sent of the contents of his cart, 
as a feeble mark of his gratitude 
for the pleasure he had received 
fram reading his tales.” 

When writing his _sacred 
songs, * he never set himself 
observes the biographer, “to 
this employment without a seti- 
ous preparation, and without 
having hisheart previously filled 
with the sentiment he wished to 
express.” They were eager 
received by all the friends 0 
religion, and even by it 
Catholics, among whom wot 
lert’s writings were exemp 
from the common sentence © 

-clusion passed upon heretical 
exclusion passed up 


| works. 
Swedish Countess, calculated to | 


Meanwhile this amiable man 
suffered greatly in his health. 
He was attacked in 1762 by “n 
hypochondriac affection, and on 
was greatly increased, when . 
few friends of kindred min 
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Clopstock, Gartner, Rabener, 
and Adolphus Schlegel,) by 
whose society he had been en- 
liveneds quitted Leipsick, and 
were dispersed throughout Ger- 
many. be 

This severe affliction, how- 
ever. did not diminish his exer- 
tions ; even the works which he 
published were merely the oc- 
cupation of his leisure hours ; 
he devoted the greatest part ol 
his time to the instruction and 
improvement of the academical 
youth. He taught belles lettres 
to his disciples, explained to 
them the rules of poetry and 
eloquence, and exercised them 
in composing according to these 
rules.” 

“These lessons were univer- 
sallyadmired; scholars of every 
rank, especially the young no- 
bility of various countries, who 
studied at Leipsick, ran eagerly 
to hear Gellert.” 

In 1751, he obtained, togeth- 
er with a pension, the appoint- 
ment of professor extraordinary 
in philosophy, and began to give 
public lectures in poetry and elo- 
quence to a very numerous au- 
dience. In these he was care- 
ful to “ inspire his pupils no less 
with the love of virtue, than of 
the sciences.” Nor did he con- 
fine himself to public instruc- 
lions, all had free access to him ; 
and, “ whilst with all the marks 
of the tenderest interest, he re 
Commended to them piety and 
virtue, as the true road to hap- 
pihess, his own example and the 
Purity of his manners added the 
sreatest weight to his exhorta- 
tons.” Thus did this excellent 

man carry religion into every 
Part of his life and conduct ; it 
Was his constant companion, his 
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etide and the source of all his 
comforts. 

His hypochondriac affection 
rendered his life a continued se- 
ries of suffering ; it baffled the 
art of medicine, and was but lit- 
tle relieved by the baths of 
Lanchstradtand Carlsbadt. which 
he usedin 1753 and 1754. He 
sought for consolation in reli- 
gion, and though he did not suc- 
ceed in overcoming the horrors 
of imagination, we have no 
doubt that he thereby diminished 
their power. On the subject of 
Gellert’s habitual melancholy, 
the biographer makesa judicious 
reflection. 

“ Many people in reading the 
life of Gellert, have been pain- 
fully affected by the idea of the 
almost incredible sufferings and 
melancholy, experienced by this 
man, who was so pious, and so 
good, who chiefly delighted in 
glorifying and imitating the au- 
thor of his being, by spreading 
happiness around him. But if 
Gellert had been less an object 
of compassion, he would cer- 
tainly have been less great, less 
admired, and of course less use- 
ful.” 

We may add, that, though 
this world is a place of trial rath- 
er than of recompense, the suf- 
ferings of Gellert were, in some 
degree counterbalanced and al- 
leviated by the numerous testl- 
monies of gratitude which he 
received from those whom his 
writings had brought back tothe 
path of duty. Many expressed 
their thanks in person ; many 
by letter ; many by handsome 
presents. A Silesian rentle- 
man (the Baron de Craussen) 
offered him a very considerable 
pension ; and, when Gellert de- 
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clined, bestowed it on his moth- 
er. 

As Gellert advanced in years 
he found his imagination cool ; 
and, abandoning the Muses, re- 
solved to compose a course of 
moral lectures. These added 
much to his celebrity ; his audi- 
ence consisted often of four 
hundred persons ; sometimes of 
more. Nor was he less useful 
by his familiar and friendly in- 
tercourse, with his pupils, and 
by his advice to numerous cor- 
respondents, than by his public 
lectures. The confidence re- 
posed in him was indeed most 
extraordinary. ‘* Fathers ask- 
ed him for directions in regard 
to the education of their sons ; 
mothers wished to receive his 
instructions as to the mode of 
forming the hearts and under- 
standings of their daughters, 
and frequently consulted him 
concerning the offers of mar- 
riage which were made for 
them ; young men requested 
him to advise them on their 
studies ; to him many persons 
who had doubts concerning reli- 
gion, addressed themselves to 
have them cleared up ; and fre- 
quently people of the world 
asked his advice how to resist 
the temptations to which they 
were exposed.” To persons of 
every station of life his writings 
were useful ; and by all yanks 
his character was respected and 
beloved. 

As yet Gellert held no other 
situation in the university than 
that of professor extraordinary, 
no chair of professor in ordina- 
ry having become vacant in the 
faculty to which he belonged. 
Mr. Mitchell, English envoy to 
the court, solicited an increase 
of his emoluments, but in a let- 


of Professor Gellert, (Srp, 
ter to Count Bruht, Gellert 
strongly opposed this endeay. 
our “ to procure me,” as he ex. 
pressed it, “a pension iq such 
distressing’ times, in w 
country suffers so much mis. 
ery.” The chair of Professor 
in ordinary becoming vacant by 
the death of Dr. Muller in 1761, 
was Gffered to Gellert; but he 
positively declined it from the 
most laudable motive; he feli, 


hich our 





that in his infirm state of health 
/ he was unequal to the duties of 
|the situation. “ His wants,” 
observe the biographer, “ were 
few, because he was very mode- 
rate in all his desires, and that 
he neither sought the conven- 
lences nor amusements, which 
others consider as necessary, 
He confided in Divine Provi- 
cence.” In fact scarcely a year 
passed in which he did not 
receive very considerable pre- 
sents by the post: and on the 
death of M. de Mascow, his 
pension of four hundred and 
eighty-five crowns was transfer- 
red to the reluctant Gellert. 
This increased revenue supplied 
him with those comforts which 
his increasing infirmities de- 
manded ; though slender as his 
income was till then, he had 
never wanted; he had even 
made it sufficient to relieve the 
necessity of a friend, or the dis 
tress of the poor.” 

Towards the close of Gel 
lert’s life an unhappy spirit of 
discord arose in the university : 
he alone, by exhortations and 
expostulations, succeeded i 
quelling it. Notwithstanding 
his mental depression, he €n)°y- 
ed, by the force of — 
much inward tranquillity the las 
five years of his life 5 and, as 
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of death, his diligence in bene- 
ftting others, and his zeal tor 
their spiritual welfare seem to 
have increased. ‘*¢ The les- 
cons,” to use the elegant lan- 
guage of his biographer, “which 
came from his lips bad the 
charm of a fine summer's eve- 
ning, at the moment when the 
sunsheds his last beams, and | 
his absence deprives nature of | 
ts lustre, Without taking from | 
its beauty.” He prepared his 
moral lessons forthe press, but 
did not live to superintend their 
publication. Still his matady 
eained ground. He twice again, | 
by the advice of his physicians, 
visited Carisbadt. Every means, | 
which friendship and medical 
skill could suggest was tried in 
van. The elector presented 
him with the gentlest and most 
sile of his horses ; testifying 
an anxiety for his recovery wor- 
thy of the imitation of those, 
whose situation in life enables 
them to encourage talents and 
picty. But Gellert was not long 
able to use it ; a painful constipa- 
tion was added te his other dis- 
orders, and he expired in 1769, 
with the triumphant composure 
of a Chirstian. 
_ The narrative of his behav- 
lor in his last hours is minute 
and exceedingly affecting : we 
should only weaken. its effect by 
attempting to compress it; we 
shall therefore give it entire. 
“During his last illness, a 
firm but ever humble confidence 
m the mercy of God, through 
Jesus Christ, appeared to ele- 
vate him above himself ; and 
melancholy, the constant com- 
Panion of his life, did not dare 
follow him to the confines of 
fternity. He was delivered 
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vertheless, preserved a constant 
sense of his imperfections, and 
of his unworthiness in the sight 
of the Supreme Being. He fix- 
ed his thoughts on the beatti- 
tude to which he was approach- 
ing ; to console his friends, 
distracted by the conviction that 
medical art tried In vain to pro- 
long his days, he conversed 
with them on the glorious pros- 
pect before him. 

“When Gellert had com- 
pleted his temporal arrange- 
ments, mastering his weakness 
and hts pains, he sat up and un- 
covering his head, the hairs 
of which already begun to whi- 
ten, he pronounced aloud such 
fervent prayers, animated with 
so deep.a sentiment of humility, 
of gratitude, and of love for his 
God ;_ his looks raised to heaven 
such a_ profound 
peace, socelestial a joy, that it 
seemed to his friends as if they 
saw the image of a holy patri- 
arch, a Jacob on his death-bed 
blessmg his children. He en- 
deavored.to recal to his remem- 
brance all the particular bles- 
sings he had received from Di- 
vine Goodness; he specifically 
named all those of his friends 
who were still alive, many of 
his absent disciples, and recem- 
mended them in his prayers to 
the Divine favor and protection, 
But he did not wholly confine 
himself to the blessings he had 
received; he recalled to his 
mind his faults, his weaknesses, 
and that with such a degree of 
humility, as produeed an indeli- 
ble impression on the minds of 
those present. This prayer 
was pronounced with a weak, 
but very intelligible yotce ; and 
and the fire of devotion with 


from his apprehensions, and ne-{ which it was animated, filled 
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their eyes with tears, and their 
hearts with a respect for his pi- 
ety, beyond what they ever felt 
before. 

“ After having conversed and 
prayed for some time, he fell 
back on his bed, continued his 
meditations in silence, and thus 
prepared himself for the conver- 
sation of a worthy ecciesiastic 
in whom he had much conii- 
dence, and from whose hands he 
wished to receive the holy sac- 
rament for the last time. On 
the entrance of this friend, the 
manner in which Gellert spoke 
to him of his death, shew- 
ed that nothing = disturbed 
the inward calm of his mind. 
He was very attentive to all the 
words uttered by the pious min- 
ister ; but nothing affected him 
more, nor excited in his heart a 
more lively sentiment of joy, 
than the consideration of the 
infinite love of the Redeemer 
towards mankind ; and this sen- 
timent was accompanied with 
the most profound respect, and 
the sincerest humility. When 
amongst the passages of scrip- 
ture suited to his situation, these 
words taken from the history 
of Lazarus were pronounced, 
“ Lord, behold he whom thou 
fovest is sick ;” penetrated 
with the sense of this passage, 
“ Ah,” exclaimed he, * might I 
be happy enough to be allowed 
to apply these words to myself!” 
His pastor and his friend mak- 
ing him sensible that the Chris- 
tian, who seeks salvation only in 
the merits of his Saviour, may 
be certain he is the peculiar ob- 
ject of his love, he immediately 
applied this consoling promise 
to himself: “ Yes, I hape it, O 

my Saviour, I hope that thou 
lovest me as one of thine own.” 








(Sept. 
“ The power of the 
ments so far exceeded that of 
his sufferings, that, in the Taidst 
of the most violent Pains, no 
complaint fell from his lips, on} 
he requested his friends to nod 
for him. One of these haying 
asked him whether he suffered 
much ? Most assuredly,” y¢ 
plied the pious sufferer, « byt 
these pains are supportable.” 
You have already endured ma 
ny evils with firmness and resig. 
nation,” added his friend, « you 
will still continue to suffer with 
Christian fortitude ; that religion 
Which has strengthened you du. 
ring your life, will support youin 
the hour of death.” “ Alas, my 
dear friend,’ replied Gellert “] 
am a weak man, a poor sinner; 
pray for me that I may not yield 
to temptation.” Sincere as was 
this confession, as sincerely did 
he think himself certain of ob- 
taining pardon, through the 
merits of the Redeemer. 

“ On hearing of his danger, 
Mr. Heyer came to Leipsick to 
see him ; the moment Gellert 
perceived him, he said, “ Ziia 
is atruth and worthy to be rece 
ved of all men, that Jesus Christ 
came into the world to save sil 
ners ; this, my dear friend, this 
is my confession of faith on my 
death bed. ¢ But,’ continued he 
with visible joy, ‘ mercy has 
been extended to me ; yes) Gol 
extends his mercy to me; this 
is what I moreover acknow 
ledge ; itis in this hope that | 
live, and am going to dic. BY 
then set himself to exalling 


S€ senti. 


‘aloud, and in the most affecting 


menner, the infinite mercy al 
God. ape 
“ These pious dispositn™ 
manifested themselves partic 
larly in the last communion: 
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though his illness had already re- 
duced him to a deplorable state, 
he collected all his remaining 
strength, in order to acknow- 
Jedge his faults, and make his 
confession of faith ; and the ar- 
dent zeal with which he was an- 
imated, must have absorbed, at 
that moment, all his sense of 
suffering. He applied to him- 
self allthe promises of grace, 
which the deeply affected minis- 
ter placed before him from the 
Gospel, with the utmost ardor, 
and with a tone of voice which 
unnounced the celestial joy with 
which his heart overflowed ; he 
called on those who witnessed 
this act of religion to edify 
themselves, with him, and to 
celebrate the glory of the Di- 
vine mercy. He at the same 
time assured the minister, that 
he had never felt so entirely the 
comfort and efficacy of the evan- 
gelical promises ; and that at 
this more than at any other time, 
he felt how much those are to 
be pitied who refuse to seek 
their consolation in the Savy- 
lour’s merits. 

a N otwithstanding the violence 
of his disorder, nothing could 
disturb the courage and sereni- 
ty of his soul ; and he discov- 
tred none of those marks of 
Weakness, which are too often 
seen in similar circumstances, 
‘ven in true Christians. 
_ “ The physicians, in the mean 
lime; tried every thing their art 
could Suggest, to save his life. 
The news of his desperate state 
reached the Elector : much af- 
ected by the situation of this 
hee citizen, he ordered 
Sick, and Seana to ge, tote 
a » aNd to join. his endeav- 

$ with those of the university 
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much valued, and desired to 
have an exact account of the 
success of their united efforts. 
Gellert submitted to all their ex- 
periments with admirable pa- 
tience and courage ; no com- 
plaint escaped him, though out 
of four and twenty hours he 
was constantly obliged to pass 
sixteen under the surgeon’s 
hands. All, however, was in 
vain, neither the skill and assi- 
duity of his physicians, the zeal 
and friendship by which they 
were animated, nor the kind at- 
tention of his sovereign; could 
arrest the departure of that life, 
which every one so ardently 
wished should be prolonged. In 
thé midst of the violent pains 
attending on an inflamation of 
the bowels, the pious sufferer 
was occupied with the passion of 
his Saviour, who he said had 
suffered infinitely more to obtain 
for him the pardon of bis sins ; 
and his soul was so entirely ab- 
sorbed in the contemplation of 
this salutary death, that he ap- 
peared little alive to the sense 
of his own sufferings. Somuch 
strength and courage does reli- 
gion communicate to the dying 
Christian ! 

“ The fresh proof he received 
of the interest taken in bim by 
the elector, on the arrival of the 
physician belonging to the court, 
excited his gratitude, and he 
loudly praised God for his con- 
solation. ‘ But,’ added he, as it 
fearful of yielding too much to 
the pleasure it gave him ; ‘let 
us not place our trust in princes, 
they cannot help us, however 
oor they may be, and whatever 
desires they may have to be use- 
fal to us; my help comes from 
God!? When M. Demiani ex- 





Physicians, to save a life he so 
Vou. I. No. 9. 


pressed to him the esteem and 
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$350 Zhe Life and- Death 
affection the prince had for him, 
and the alarm his illness occa- 
sioned at court, Gellert shed 
tears of gratitude. He fervently 
prayed for the prosperity of so 
good a sovereign, and for that of 
all his family. The sufferings 
of our Saviour being constantly 
in his thoughts, he compared 
afresh his state with that of 
Jesus on the cross ; observing 
that mére subject as he was, he 
died honoured with the compas- 
sion of his prince; whilst the 
Redeemer of mankind had not 
even obtained justice from men. 
At a moment when the disorder 
scemed to have attamed its 
height, he exclaimed with a 
sigh, QO, what sufferings !’ 
¢ But,’ resumed he immediately, 
‘what are these sufferings in 
comparison of those of my 
Saviour! He was reviled by 
those about him; and I, un- 
worthy creature, experience the 
good willof my prince? Thus 
he intermixed acts of thanks 
for temporal-benefits, with testi- 
monies of gratitude for the 
great blessing of redemption ; 
and thus in prayers, continually 
renewed, he implored without 
ceasing his pardon, and the com- 
pletion of his salvation. His 
intimate friends resident’ at 
Dresden, and in particular his 
beloved Wagner, had hastened 
to'see him ; he consoled them 
with the most affecting tender- 
hess, and required from them 
no other office than that they 
would pray for him and help 
him to eievate his mind to God, 
when the violence of his disor- 
der should make it impossible 
for him to pray himself with 
uninterrupted fervor. ‘I find 
It difficult,’ said he, ‘to follow 
What is addressed to me, only 


x 


+ 
ce 





of Professor Gellert. (Sere. 
repeat to me the name of Jesus ; 
whenever I pronounce it or hear 
it pronounced by others, [ fee} 
myself animated with ew 
strength, and fresh joy’ Full 
of these sentiments, his deliver. 
ance drew nigh. His extenya. 
ted body decayed gradually ; 
his soul maintained itself in that 
happy tranquillity arising from 
hope. The day preceding his 
death, some hours’. rest gave 
him power to renew his prayers 
for his sovereign, his relations, 
and friends, and the disciples 
who had been intrusted to his 
care ; he named them all and 
blessed them. His wishes in 
their behalf was his only return 
to the world he was leaving. 
At length he thought he felt the 
final approaches of death, and 
wished to know of his friends 
how much longer he might have 
to struggle with it. On being 
answered, perhaps an hour; 
‘ God: be: praised,” said he, with 
looks of joy, and raising bis 
hands, ¢ only one hour!’ Then 
with a still more-serene counte- 
nance, he turned on his side; 
prayed to God in silence, and In 
the midst of this prayer; and 
those of all present, who sut- 
rounded: his bed, he slept the 
sleep of death, on the 15th ot 
December, 17659, at midnight. 

The death of Gellert was unr 
versally lamented throughou! 
Germany « and his brother, the 
superintendant of the post si 
vived'the grief of his loss but a 
month. 

In literature he has by ao 
been thought superficial ; ; 
though depth of reasoning " 
not the peculiar excellent 
his compositions, he was ne : 
fective in conclusive argumen” 
ation, His distinguishing m¢"™ 
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however as a writer, consists in 
the vivacity of his imagination, 
in his accurate knowledge of the 
human heart, in his discrimina- 
ting delineation of character, in 
the exquisite pathos ‘of his ex- 
hortations, and above all in the 
Christian piety which pervades 
almost every sentence. 





He is described as having a | 
y | 
most scrupulous regard for * ev- 


ery arrangement established in 
society, in the state, and among 
those of his own condition.” In 
this age of indiscriminate inno- 
vation, if GeHert erred, he erred 
on that side where error is least 
pernicious. If he was too fear- 
ful of reform, he thought more 
correctly than those who pursue 
whatever wears the semblance 
of it with intemperate zeal. 
Possessed of enlightened be- 
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| advice of his friends, to subm# 


his compositions to their exa- 
mination, and to be thankful for 
their censures. 

We are naturally desirous to 
know by what means Gellert at 
tained to such eminence in the 
practice of Christian virtue. His 
biographer has afforded us am- 
ple information on ‘this interest- 
ing subject. ‘Gellert was fre- 
quent in the perusal of scripture, 
regular both in his private de- 
volions, and in his daily attend- 
ance on public worship. Du- 
ring the last seventeen years of 
his life he kept a journal, chiefly 
composed of observations on 
his spiritual state. It contains 
lamentations on account of his 
weakness; resolutions of amend- 
ment; prayers for the pardon 
of sin, for divine grace, and for 





nevolence, he constantly en- 


deavournd to promote both the ; it was, that to use the words of 


temporal and everlasting happi- 
ness of his fellow creatures. 
With a slender revenue he was 
more liberal than-many who live 
inafflluence. “ His moderation 
constituted his riches.” On one 
occasion when a present ‘was of- 
fered him, “I want for nothing,” 
said Gellert, “and ‘many more 
deserving people are in indi- 
sence ; give them what you had 
the goodness to intend for me.” 
In such a mind it ‘is unnecessary 
to add, that friendship glowed 
with the purest flame. 

But perhaps one of the most 
peculiar features in the charac- 
ter of Gellert was his humility. 
It Was not that false shame, that 
disguised vanity, which frequent- 
ly prevents men of talents from 

enefiting society as much as 
they might ; it was a just con- 
Sclousness of human imperfec- 
‘ton, which Jed him to court the 


‘repose of conscience. Hence 


his biographer, ” his thoughts 
in solitude, his conversation ia 
society, the lessons he gave his 
scholars, his writings, his letters, 
his Jabors, his recreations, aH 
that he said and did, was animat- 
ed by the spirit of religion.” 
(Christian Observer. 


—<ae. 


Abstract of Faber on the Pro- 
prhecies. 


No. VII. 


(Continued from p. 293.) 


j 


ONCERNING the two horned 

beast of the earth, and the 
history of the true church during 
the period of the great apostacy 
the harvest and vintage of God’s 
wrath, Bishop Newton clearly see- 
ing that the twa apocalyptic beasts 
were united in the closest bonds of 
friendship, and having adopted the 
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opinion that the first beast was the 
jianacy, concludes that the second 
was the Roman church: thus injudi- 
ciously separating what ought never 
tchave been divided,andthus rending 
as it were the head trom the body. 
The fact is the two beasts are two 
untversal empires, not only existing 
together but mutually supporting 
each other. Daniel however de- 
Clares that the ten horned beast is 
the last unrversal empire ; and 
St. John represents (this very 
beast, as co-existing with another 
beast or universal empire. * 1 be- 
held,” says he ‘another beast.” 
Hence it isplain that the second 
apocalyptic beast cannot'be a tem- 
froral empire. It can then be no- 
thing but @ spiritual empire. Hence 
we are explicitlytold that the second 
beast isa false prropfihet, or ecclesi- 
astical fower. Compare Rev. xiii. 
12,—-17. with Rev. xix. 20. Zhe 
cathole church of Rome, the sfir- 
qtual empire of which the fofe is 
the head can alone answer to this 
description. 

It was to spring up out of the 
earth or Roman empire. The year 
606 when Phocas constituted pope 
Boniface supreme head of spirit- 
uals, with the title of Universal 
Bishop, exhibited this singular spec- 
tacle of a complete empire within 
anemfpire. ‘Then it arose out of the 
earth, and it has ever since been the 
policy of its rulers to separate it 
trom the temporal empire, and nev- 
er suffer it to lose its prophetic char- 
acter of ‘* another beast.” 


The one head of the beast, is fur- 


nished with * two horns like a | 


lamb.” Thatisthe one papal em- 
fire has two ecclesiastical kingdoms. 
An ecclesiastical kingdom must be 
@ regularly organized body of ec- 
clestastics, subject primarily to 
their own immediate superior and 
ultimately to the head of the whole 
empire. ‘The author supposes these 
“x29 horns or kingdoms to be the Ro- 
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[Srpy, 


mish clergy, regular 
The first of these cla 
hends all the varic 
ders ; the second comprehends the 

whale body of parochial clergy 

The Jirst were a well organized 

body, Soverned by their cwn laws, 

subject to their respective gen- 

erals; the second were subject to 

their respective bishops ; and both 

paid an implicit obedience to the 

Pope. They claimed to be the only 
servants of the Limb of God, and 
affected to be like him in meekness 
and humility, and even the sove- 
reign fiontif, delighted to stile him- 
self the servant of the servants of 
God. 

But, notwithstanding his lamb- 
like afifearance, the beast spake as 
a dragon. The church of Rome, 
like a true child of that old serpent 
the devil, forcibly _ established 
idolatry ; claimed a proud w- 
periority over all temporal do- 
minion; anathematized and per- 
secuted to death, the faithful 
servants of Christ, and esteemed 
every lie and every imposture which 
advanced her authority, as lauda- 
ble, and even pious fraud. Thatno 
faithis to be kept with heretics; 
that kings excommunicated by the 
Pope may be deposed and murdered 
by their subjects ; that the end sanc- 
tifies the means, have been her well 
known maxims. Her dracontine 
cruelty and ferocity need no proofs. 

He exerciseth all the power of 
the first beast before him. He has 
been theadviser and mover of the 
first beast ; holding imperium 
imperio, an empire within an er 
hire. Cardinals, Prelates, and 
Monks, were long the prime mls 
isters of the European sovereigns 
And not only has he had the prints 
pal direction of the temporal powers, 
but has engaged them zn his service, 

He causeth the earth and all ony 
dwell therein to worshift the ji “ 
beast whose deadly wound was he 


and secular, 
SS€S_ Compre- 
us Monastic or. 
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te 
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id, The only way in which the 
emporal beast, or Roman empire, 
«ould be worshipped, 1s devotion to 
the principles which make it a 
beast, the worship of images and 
the jersecution of the saints. And 
‘: was the second beast which caused 
the whole Roman earth, once more to 
dopt them under frofiery, as it had 
heretofore adopted them under /a- 
ognism. 
" He doeth great wonders, in order 
that he may make fire come down 
from heaven on the earth in the 
aght of men. Miracles, visions and 
revelationsare the mighty boast of 
the church of Rome. These won- 
ers, the beast did frartly that he 
might make fire come down from 
heaven upon earth, or give force to 
the solemn interdicts and excommu- 
nications Which proceeded from the 
church the symbolical heaven, up- 
onthe Roman earth or secular em- 
fure, which dared to oppose his au- 
thority, and fartly so to deceive 
mankind as to induce them to set 
upanimage, and worship it. 

He decetveth them that dwell on 
the earth by means of those miracles 
which he had power to doin the 
aight of the beast; saying to them 
that dwell on the earth, that they 
shouldmake an image to the beast, 


whichhad the wound by the sword, | 


and did live. The image of the 
beast may mean either a refiresen- 
fatton of him, or an image belong- 
ing to him. But all ambiguity is re- 
moved, by the manner in which the 
apostle introduces the account 
‘That they should make an image : 
(oor for, the beast.” It was there- 
fore hot an effigies or representation 
of him, butan image for his use, or 
Which'he adored. And it is well 
knewn thata principal object of the 
Pretended miracles of the church 
; Rome was to sanction the idola- 
‘ous worship of the empire. 


And he had power to give life 
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image of the beast should both 


sfieak, and cause that as many as 
would not worshifi the image of the 
beast should be killed. Many of 
the idols set up for the adoraticn of 
their deluded votaries were so con- 
structed, as to move by the hand of 
a concealed operator, whose voice 
at proper intervals seemed to issue 
from the mouth of the image—and 
a refusal to worship them incurred 
the horrors of the most dreadful of 
@eaths, so that no fewer victims 
have been immolated to these idols, 
than to the demons of paganism. 

Bishop Newton, supposing this 
image to be a sort of representation 
or effigies of the wounded imperi- 
al head of the secular beast, endeav- 
ors to prove that it is the Pofie. But 
aside from the fact, that the image 
is made for the beast, this interpre- 
tation would introduce a strange 
confusion. He supposes that fhe 
last head of the secular beast is the 
Pope ; and that the two horned 
beastis the Roman hierarchy. But 
if so, the head of this ¢qwo horned 
beast, must be the Pope, the only 
head of that hierarchy. In this 
case therefore the head of both the 
first and second beast, must be the 
Pope—and the image of the beast 
the same, which no one Can suppose 
to be true. See Rev. xix. 20. 


Two points remain yet to be set- 
tled, viz. The peculiar name and 
the peculiar mark of the first beas?, 
which the second bvast required 
the whole Roman world to bear as 
a badge of ecclesiastical communicn, 
He caused ali both small and great, 
rich and poor, free and bond, to re- 
ceive a mark in their right hand, or 
in their foreheads, and that noman 
might buy or sell, save he that had 
the mark or the name of the ( sectt~ 
lar ) beast, or the number of hia 
nance. Hereis wisdom, Let him 
that hath understancing count the 
number of the beast 3 for tis the 





UNL the nage of the beast, that the 


number of aman; and his number 
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gs 666. Four things must concurin | the Papists are y: 


the mysterious name, of which we | 
are inquest. It must be the name of | 
the empire ‘symbolized by the ten- 
thorned beast, ‘the name of some in- 
-dividualman, a name borne along 
with some superstitious badge or 
mark, by every member of the 
beast, asa test of communion with 
his colleague the second beast, 
under pain of severe ecclesiastical 
censure, and a name which com- 
prehends in its numerical Jetters 
the precise sum of 666. : 

The author conceives that it must 
be atonce the name of anemfure of 
ats sufifosed founder, and of every 
éndividual in that empire. ‘Tiais 
identity of appellation, is found often 
to occur, particularly in ancient 
times. Thus Ashur is equally the 
mame of Assyria—of the father ot 
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the “Assyrians and of every indzvid- 
ual Assyrian. But St. John distin- 
guishes the name of the deast from 
all others which have the same tri- 
ple signification, by informing us 
that it should contain in its numer- 
ical letters the sum of 666. 

He supposes with Irencus, and 





Bishop Newton, that it is Latinus, | 
or according to its ancient orthogra- | 
phy both Latin and Greek, Latei- | 


#108. 

‘Lhe ten horned beast, whose name 
is Ceclared to contain the number 
666, is certainly the temporal Ro- 


man empire. Of this empire the | 


second founder was Romulus—but 
its first, was Latinus. 
therefore is the name of a man. 
It is aiso the peculiar name of the 
western or divided Roman empire, 
and the distinguishing appellation 
of every individual in that empire. 
Though in the victorious days of the 
republic and empire, this name was 
aimost lost in the more favorite one of 
Romar, yct it was revived when the 
Deast revived, or the empire was di- 


} 
j 


Latinus | 


! 


‘church, or the 1 


mize im every thing. F 





Vided into ten kingdoms, and though | 


(Serr. 


ont absurdly 

“EY ty 
call themselves Roman Cathe 
yet the real name of t : 


, he Com- 
muimty as distinguished Trom the 
‘ Ul 
Greek church, the Armenian 


Se 
certainly is the hie 
: : © CRUTCH, and 
indeed they are accustomed to Lai. 
inally when 
hesum of its numerical letters js 
takeninthe Greek language, the lay. 
guage in which the Apocalypse wa 
written, and in which therefore the 
calculation must be made, it ij 
amount precisely to 666.* 

With regard to the mark of tip 
beast, the author supposes with Sir 
Isaac Newton that it is the croip 
This no less than the name Latiny, 
is peculiar to the beast that is, a; 
contradistinzuished from the beas 
that was, or the pagan Roman en- 
pire. Lhe ancient Roman beas, 
despised the cross. The revived 
Roman beast made it his peculiar 
badge, introducing it into his stand: 
ards and sanctioning by an abused, 
the most infernal] crueltics, and mos 
childish superstitions. All who te 
fused to bear the name of Latinsot 
Romans, and to receive the merk 
of the cross, as badges of their cam- 
munion with the beast, were tobe 
allowed zeither to buy nor stl 
This has received a literal accor 
plishment, as the author shews. 

In order that the close cointt 


tion of the two empires, ¢em/a™ 
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and ghiritual, May the more evi- 
cently appear, St John gives usa 
able, though united symbol of 
10, Wavy 2 

oth, as they stand leagued to- 
ether til their final destruction un- 
jer the last Vial at the termination 
\ ° Gi 

of the 1260 years» See chap. 17. 


dou 
them b 


The great secular oman beast, 
even-headed and ten-/ornecdy, is re- 
presented as Closely leagued. with a 
mystic harlot, as he was before con- 
nected with the two-horned beast. 
Jharlot is a symbol of an apostate 
idolatrous church. The many wa- 
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which reigneth over the kings of 


tts sfirtiual empire ; her dcast, its 
temporal empire, and both, leagued 
together to crect both a civil and 
ecclesiastical tyranny, over both the 
minds and bodies of men. Wien 
the apostle saw a professed church 
of his meek and lowly master, thus 
fallen from ler high estate, thus cer 
rupted, thus persecuting the faithful, 
well might he wonder with exceed=. 
ing great admiration. 


| the earth; the woman symbolizes 
! 
| 


St. John now proceeds in the 14th. 


erg on which.she sits, or as the an- | chapter of his prophecies and the 


eel explains them, , tae freofiles, and 
multitudes,and naiions,and tongues, 


last of the little book, to describe 
the state of the true cliurch, during: 





are equivalent to her sitting upon 
the beast; for the beast symbolizes 
the divided Roman empire. The 
fornication which they have com- 
mitted with her, is their zdolairous 
afostacy from the simplicity of the 
gospel. St. John beheld her zm che 
widerness—once the chaste sfouse 
of Christ, now polluted with spiritual 
fornication, and preferring the qwil- 
derness of error and sin, to her 
bomer appointed place in ‘the inclo- 
sed vineyard of the church, triumph- 
ng in. her adulteries, tyrannizing 
over the irresolute, and drunk with 
tie bluod of the saints and martyrs 
of Jesus—“ The qvoman” is decla- 
red to be “thut greut ctiy which 
reigneth over the kin zs of the 
‘arth. The city must be the em- 
fire of Rome. Pagan Rome, how- 
ever it cannot be, because a harlot 
mvanadly represents a church of 
God, once ptre, now apestate. It 
rae then be fafial Rome. This is 
wuer evident from the fact that 
the fen kines, spoken of in this con- 
nection, had not in the time of the 
Prophet, received a kingdom as yet. 
Ms grand compound hyerogly phic 
a the syomen and her beast, re- 
Presents the suhole of the great city | 


the same period of 1260 years ; its 
great contest with the mystic Baby— 
lon at the time of the reformation ; 
and the judgments of God upon his 
enemies during the two grand pe- 
riods, under the seventh trumpet, 
namely the Aarvest and the vintage 
of God’s wrath; of which the fol- 
lowing is a summary explanation > 
The 144,000 are-the spiritual de- 
scendants of the: twelve apostles, 
apostolically multiphed---the twe. 
witnesses in the line of faithful be- 
lievers. They stand on mount Zicn, 
or the truce Church 3, and as the fol= 
t lowers of the beast, have the mark 
and name ot. the beast ; so have these 
the sealof God impressed, and the 
name of God written. on their fere= 
heads. They alone are able to learn 
thenew song of the heavenly harpers, 
because they alone are the worship- 
pers of the onc true (sod, through the 
‘one true mediator Jesus Christ. 
Their exultation subsisting along 
with great temporal adversity is 
purely of a spiritual nature. They 
are virgins undefiled with women, 
inasmuch as they are free from the 
pollutions cf idolatry. They follow 
the Lamb whithersocver he goeth, 
resolutely adhering to the religion: 
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of Christ. They are redeemed from 
among men, by the almighty power 
of divine grace. They are con- 
sidered as the first fruits of Chris- 
tianity unto God and the Lamb, an 
earnest of a more plentiful harvest, 
first at the Reformation, and after- 
wards at the Millennium. In their 
Mouth was found no guile, for they 
handle not the word of God deceit- 
fully, but faithfully, arid simply de- 
clare the way of everlasting life, 
And they are without fault before 
the throne of God, having washed 
their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb ; God not 
imputing their trespasses unto 
them, but accounting them as if 
they had never sinned through the 
imputed righteousness of Christ, 
who was made sin for them, in or- 
der that they might be made the 
righteousness of God. Such is the 
‘state of the depressed church be- 
fore the Reformation ; of the faithful 
-worshippers whom history mentions 
in every age, patiently exulting in 
their sufferings on mount Zion in the 
presence of the Lamb. 


We next behold another angel 
(or Christian minister) suddenly 
appearing inthe very midst of the 
symbolical heaven, and bearing the 
everlasting gospel. This striking 
type answers in every particular to 
the dawn of the reformation— 
fleaven signifies either the church 
or the state, according as it is taken 
in a sfuritual or secular sense. In 


the first sense Luther appeared in | 


the midst of heaven ; being an Au- 
gustine monk, and continuing for a 
time incommunion with the church 
ofRome. In the other sense he also 
appeared in the midst cf heaven, 
proclaiming his doctrine before the 
emperor, and the princes of the 
€mpire assembled in open diet. The 


[Serg, 
gospel was his only Weapon, H 
boldly maintained its docttines . 
called upon men to renounce the 
vanities, and published a Ger 
translation of the Bible. 

By the second angel who pro- 
claims the fall of Babylon, the Au- 


| 


Man 





thor conceives that Calvin, and the ‘ 
reformed continental churches, jn & 
distinction from the Lutheran, are P 
peculiarly intended. Not hes- it 
tating like Luther at once to throw : 
off the yoke of the church of Rome, h 
they avowedly came out of her t 
and were sefarate, and scrupled 4 
not to apply to her the name e 
Babylon, and to denounce against ‘ 
her the future dreadful judgmentsof 
God. By the same figure of speech 
thatthe first angel cried, that the | 
hour of his judgment is come, this ) 


second angel proclaims, that Bab- 
ylonis fallen. ‘The sentence is as 
certain as if it were already execu- : 
ted : whence after the manner of the | 
ancient prophets, the present tense 
is used instead of the future. Zie 
third angel, the author supposes to 
represent the insular church of Eng: 
land, which is not in all points pro- 
fessedly either Lutheran, or Cal- 
vinistic. For more than a century 
after the reformation, did the wi 
tings of the English divines, accord- 
ing to the description of the third 
angel’s office,denounce the vengence 
of heaven, against those who still 
partook of the abominations of the 
afiostate Roman beast, and loudly 
' called upon the whole, world to come 
out of the harlot city, lest they should 
drink of the wine of the wrath o 
God. Gloriously successful as the 
reformation eventually was, the 
patience of the saints was severely 
tried during its progress. Great Was 
the increase, which the noble army 
of the martyrs then received— 
Hence they had need of that consol 
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atory declaration, Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord, &c. 

As the little book comprehends 
the whole period of 1260 years, it 
was necessary to notiee the sounding 
of the third woe trumpet, which, 
like its two fellows, is comprehended 
in that period. ‘The prophet there- 
fore does notice it—but reserving 
a more particular account of the 
judgments included under it, for 
consideration under ¢he seven vials, 
he here arranges them un.ier the 
twogrand divisions of the harvest, 
and the vintage. What particular 
events are signified by these, Bish- 
op Newton justly observed could 
notbe determined in Azs day, they 
being then future. Butit has fallen 
toour lot to hear the voice of the 
third woe, and to behold in the 
French Revolutton, the dreadful 
scenes of the harvest. But a more 
dreadful prospect is before us. The 
days of the vintage are yet future, 
For the time hath not yet arrived, 
when the great controversy of God 
with the nations shall be carried on 
between the two scas, in the neigh- 
bothood of the glorious holy moun- 
lain inthe blood-stained vale of Me- 
pide, 

[To be continned.] 


Explanation of Scriptural Types. 
NO. XV. 


(Continued from p. 301.) 


Typical subjects—apfendages to 
Moses and the Israelites. 


l. The PascHAL Lamp. 
HARAOH and the Egyp- 


4A tians persisting in retain- 

ing the Israelites in bondage, in 

°pposition to divine remon- 

“tances and judgments, God de- 
Vou. I. NO. 9, 





Explanation of Sériptiral Types. 


termined to inflict a judgement 
which should subdue their ob- 
stinacy, and constrain them to 
accelerate the departure of his 
people from the land. This 
was a judgment no less ter- 
rible and afflictive, than destroy- 
ing all the first born in the land 
of Egypt. As the Israelites 
lived among the Egyptians, 
without some mark of distinc- 
lion, they would be exposed to 
the slaughter of the destroying 
angel... As a signal or token, 
God commanded Moses to direct 
the Israelites to kill a lamb, a 
male of the first year, without 
spot, and strike the blood upon 
the two side posts, and onthe 
upper post of the houses in 
which they were—to eat the 
flesh, not breaking a bone, roast- 
ed with fire, with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs, with their 
loins girded, their shoes on 
their feet and staves in their 
hand. This blood thus sprink- 
led was a token that the Israel- 
ites resided in the house, and 
the angel destroyed them not. 
This was a perpetual ordinance 
to the house of Israel. In this 
institution, we have an instruc- 
tive representation of evangeli- 
cal subjects. In this lamb, we 
have typically exhibited the 
Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world. In the 
nature of the Lamb, innocent 
and patient, we see the benevo- 
lent and amiable nature of him 
who was meek and lowly in 
heart, who did no sin, neither 
was guile found in his mouth, 
who was holy, harmless and un- 
defiled. The lamb furnished 
raiment and food ; and Christ 
supplies us with white raiment 
to hide our guilt and shame, 





| and meat which endures to eter- 
|; t 
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nal life. The lamb was killed 
and roasted in the fire ; and 
God’s lamb must suffer and be 
slain. 
must be sprinkled with hyssop 
upon the posts of the door ; 
and the blood of Christ must be 
sprinkled-on all the powers and 
affections of the soul. The 
lamb must be eaten with 
unleavened bread and _ bitter 
herbs ; and Christ must be 
received 1n sincerity and truth, 
and faith attended with peni- 
tence and contrition for sin— 
The Israelites were to attend 
this institution. with their loins 
girded, their feet shod, and their 
staves in their hands, and this 
was a perpetual statute through- 
vut their generations ; and Christ 
must be received with a prepa- 
ration of soul to follow him in 
the regeneration, and enter on 
the spiritual journey for the pro- 
mised land; and the church, 
Chrisuians, are to shew forth 
the Lord’s death till he come, 
by attending his supper, the 
gospel passover feast, prepared 
to proceed for the heavenly Ca- 
naan.. When the lamb. was 
slain and his blood sprinkled on 
the door posts, the power of 
Pharaoh and strength of Egypt 
were Virtually dissolved; and 
when the blood of Christ is 
sprinkled on the soul by faith, it 
destroys the dominion of Satan 
and sin, and purifies the con- 
science fromdead works to serve 
the living God ; and when 
Christ shed his blood on the 
cross, he spoiled the principali- 
ties and powers of darkness.— 
When the angel, destroying the 
first born of Egypt, saw theblood 
of the lamb on the posts of the 
door, he passed by the Israelites 


Explanation of Scriptural Types. 


The blood of the lamb | 





[Srey 


the blood of Christ 
avenging Justice from th 
Which are sprinkled w 
They Shall be mine 
in the day that I make Up my 
jewels. QO, the precious and 
availing blood of Jesus! May 
we experience its saving effica- 
cy ! Amen. 

3. The PILLAR OF GLoup and 
FIRE typical. 

The Israelites, delivered from 
their Egyptian bondge, were to 
proceed through a pathless de- 
sert to the land promised to their 
fathers. On this occasion God 
conducted them by a very singu- 
lar phenomenon, a pillar of 
cloud and fire. This was a 
visible symbol of the divine ma- 
jesty and presence, and at the 
same time was typical of evan- 
gelical subjects. 

(1.) Is not the Deity in scrip- 
ture, frequently represented by 
fire, that pure and subtile ele- 
ment ? and doth not the cloud 
aptly represent the imbecility 
and frailty of human_ nature, 
which is crushed before the 
moth, and at its best estate is 
vanity ? When therefore the 
Lord came to the Israelites in 4 
pillar of cloud. and fire, did 1 
not typify the great mystery of 
godliness, God manifest in the 
flesh? Was not the pillar of 
cloud and fire abiding with the 
Israelites, a lively emblem of 
the Worp, made flesh and dwel- 
ling among us?’ Especially when 
we consider, 

(2.) That this cloud’ was a pil- 
lar of fire and gave light by night; 
so that the Israelites, in the 
midst of darkness, by its. kind 
aid, had light in their dwellings ; 
and Christ is the true light 
By his advent, spiritually, tbe 


arrests, 
€ souls 
ith itm 
» Says God, 


and destroyed them not; and] people that sat in darkness have 
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seen agreat light ; and to them 
which sat in the region and 
shadow of death, light is sprung 
up; and this glorious sun of 
righteousness arises upon his 
Israel, with healing under his 
wings —The cloud was not 
only a light, but also a guide to 
the Israelites, directed their 
journey, regulated all their 
movements, and the Israelites, 


Explanation of Scriptural Types. 





by following it, were led in the 
right way to a city of habitation ; 
and Christ is come a Hght into 
the world, that whoso folioweth | 
him might not walk in darkness, 

but have the ight of life, and he 

will surely conduct those who 

follow his instructions and ex- 

ample, through the wilderness 

of this world, and through the 

spiritual desert of doubts, fears, 

conflicts, dejections, trials, and 

temptations to that better coun- 

try, the heavenly Canaan. 

(3.)The cloud was spread over 
the Israelites for a covering, and 
secured them from the scorching 
heat of the sun, and the inclem- 
encies of the dreary desert ; 
and Christ is to his people, in 
the heat of persecution and af- 
fiction without, and the agita- 
tion of spiritual contests and tri- 
als within, a hiding place from 
the tempest, a tabernacle fora 
shadow in the day time from the 
heat, and they may sit down un- 
der his shadow with great de- 
light, and his fruit be sweet to 
their taste. 

(4.) When the Egyptians pur- 
Sued the Israelites, the pillar of 
the cloud went from before their 
face, and stood behind them, so 
the Egyptians came not- nigh 
them ; and in all the pursuits and 
assaults of their enemies, Christ 
18 the tower and defence of his 


! 
' 
| 
} 





People, and protects them in the 
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hour of danger. The angel of 
the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear him, and 
delivereth them ; and redeemed 
from their enemies, they will 
triumphantly sing the song of 
Moses and the lamb. 

(5.) From the cloud Godspake 
to his people, gave them laws 
and judgments, and made era 
cious promises to the obedient ; 
and God who spake to the Fa- 
thers,in times past, in these last 
days hath spoken to us by his 
Son Jesus Christ. By him he 
hath made a most illustrious dis- 
play of his- existence and char- 
acter. By his Son he hath reveal- 
ed his eternal counsels and de- 
signs. By him he hath proclai- 
med the statutes and regulations 
of his government and kingdom. 
By him he hath published his 
glorious designs of redeeming 
mercy and grace and proposed to 
a guilty world, terms of pardon 
and acceptance. In his Son he 
is reconciling the world to him- 
self. More especially, in his 
Son doth he manifest his pecu- 
liar favor to his chosen, and 
bring them near himself ; 
through him doth he extend to 
them his special protection, care 
and grace, admit them to com- 
munion with him, and guide 
them to eternal rest in his holy 
and blessed kingdom. 


“ His wondrous works and ways, 

‘ He made by Moses known ; 

‘ But sent the world his truth and 
grace, 

‘ By his beloved Son.’ 


8. The manna typical. 

Among the typical subjects, 
in the history of Moses, the 
Manna deserves particular at- 
tention. The Israelites, now 
in the wilderness and destitute 





99 


OE gtr <a = ~~ 
4 
a. 


’ 
5, 
1 ; 
* 
7 
’ . 
U 
L 
! 
7 
XN 


- 


_ 


~ bs 
— a7 wee OF ng 
F San he ne TS = 


ie ee? ote cde 
Eee 


~ 


- en 
ier ; ; 
POS SE 
Mig EE ees 4 — .F 


ek 
- — 
2 


— 
-— 
— 


eats 


ae 


ut 
~ 


4 
a 
% > 


— . 




















































: 
- se. Saar > : <2; reo = = — = 
as ; = i _ me ti : = : —_ — 
ny . : = a - e * : 
Sg see aE =: —— eX Lawea =e z =" 
=o, pats - eee 2 
é 


=f re = ie — 
Se et ae 
SS ee ae 
































340 Explanation of Scriptural Types. 


of food, were in great distress. 
God afforded them a miraculous 
supply. He caused to descend 
upon the ground a kind ef suste- 
nance singular and new. When 
the dew went up in the morn- 
ing, behold, upon the face of 
the wilderness, a small round 
thing, as small as the hoar frost, 
Jay upon the ground. And 
when the children of Israel saw 
it they said—It is manna, white, 
and the taste like wafers made 
with honey. Christ hath taught us 
in his conference with the Jews, 
that this was a type ; and he 
hath exhibited the substance. 
Moses gave you not that bread 
from heaven; but my Father 
giveth you the true bread from 
heaven. The typical import of 
this may be illustrated by the 
following remarks, 

(1.) When the Israelites were 
in distress and could find no re- 
lief, while they were murmur- 
ing and provoking God’s dis- 
pleasure, God mecifully sup- 
plied their wants and wrought 
deliverance ; and when man- 
kind had destroyed themselves, 
when the church was involved 
in guilt and ruin, when it was 
in a state of enmity, and there 
was ho eye to pity, nor arm 
that could save, God most gra- 
clously interposed and found a 
ransom, and his own arm 
brought salvation. Nor was the 
manna more unexpected and 
wonderful to the Israelites, than 
this salvation is astonishing and 
joyful to his peeple, 

(2.) The manna descended 
from above and lay round about 
the camp, and every Israelite 
might procure a direct and full 
supply ; and Christ, the true 
manna, came down from heav- 
en, is brought near by the ZOS- 





[Sepr, 


pel, and whosoever will ma 
come and participate in the 
heavenly food. 

(S.) The manna was prepared 
for use by being ground in mills, 
and baked in the oven; and 
Christ was prepared to save by 
being wounded for transgres. 
sions and bruised for iniquity,and 
through his stripes are refresh. 
ing influences imparted to fain- 
ting souls. An omer (near four 
quarts) was assigned to every 
person, a rich and full supply ; 
and Christ has made ample pro- 
vision to supply the spiritual 
wants of all who apply to him ; 
and all things being ready, gives 
the gracious invitation : 


‘Ho! all ye hungry, starving souls, 
* That feed upon the wind, 

* And vainly strive with earthly toys 
‘ To fill th’ immortal mind : 

* Eternal wisdom has prepar’d, 

‘ A soul reviving feast, 

‘ And bids your longing appetite, 

‘ The rich provision taste.’ 


(4.) The manna, when pre- 
pared, was as fresh oil and wa- 
fers made with honey, a most 
grateful and nutritious food ; 
and Christ, the true bread, 
which comes down from heav- 
en, to his people, is food most 
delicious and salutary, of which 
if a man eat he shall never dic ; 
nay, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live, and live for ever.— 
And do we not pray continually, 
Lord, evermore give us this 
bread ? 

(5.) The manna which was 
kept till the morrow, bred 
worms and stank—and was this 
without a signification ? Does 
itimport that past experience 
and comfort will not answet 
present exigencies and wants, 
and that God’s people must be 
supported by renewed and daily 
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communications of grace ? And 
that human prudence, exercised 
contrary to God’s directions, will 
be followed with disagreeable 
consequences ! 

(6.) The manna was continu- 
edto the Israelites while they 
sojourned in _the wilderness ; 
and Christ will administer to 
hischurch, to Christians, thro’ 
their pilgrimage from this world 
toheaven. ‘The manna ceased 
when the Israelites ate of the 
fruit of land ; types ceased 
when the substance came, and 
ordinances will be superseded by 
the milk and honey of the hea- 
venly Canaan. 

4, The rock in the wilder- 
ness, typical. 

Next to the miraculous sup- 
ply of the Israelites in their dis- 
tress With manna,that bread from 
heaven, we may consider, if pos- 
sible, their more miraculous 
supply with water from the 
rock. In the solitary desert, 
parched and fainting with thirst, 
the Israelites murmured and 
complained to Moses, and he 
made his addresses to God for di- 
rection and relief. God instruc- 
ted him to smite the rock in Ho- 
reb, with his rod, and from this 
with water, he abundantly sup- 
plied the many thousands of Is- 
rael, The apostle hath inform- 
ed us, that this was typical, by 
assuring us, that this rock was 
Christ, [Let us consider, 

The rock is the emblem of 
strength, stability and perma- 
nency ; and Christ is the pre- 
cious corner stone, the sure 
foundation of his church, and 
Whosoever believeth in him shall 
hot be ashamed nor confounded. 
Moses smote the rock; and 
Christ was striken, smitten, of 
God and afflicted. From the 
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smitten rock issued water, re- 
freshing and abundant; and from 
Christ have proceeded those 
good tidings of great joy, of par- 
don and salvation, which have 
been as cold water to a thirsty 
soul—and Christ hath been to 
this desert, dreary world, as riv- 
ers in the high places, and 
springs in the valleys. If any 
one drinks of the water which 
he gives, he shall never thirst ; 
it shall be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life. 
From the rock smitten, issued a 
copious and gratuitous supply of 
water for the chosen tribes of 
Israel; and from Christ,suffering, 
hath issued that river, of which 
the vivifying and refreshing 
streams, those spiritual and gra- 
cious communications of light, 
love, peace, hope and joy un- 
speakable, make glad, and abun- 
dantly supply, the city of God; 
and whosoever will may come 
and take the water of life freely. 
‘Ho! you that pant for living 
streams, 
‘ And pine away and die, 
‘ Here vou may quench your raging 
thirst, 

‘ With springs that never dry. 

5. The BRAZEN SERPENT typ- 
ical. 

Thelsraelites having murmur- 
ed against Moses and against 
God, it pleased God to punish 
them with a greatand distressing 
judgment. He sent among them 
fiery serpents which bitthem,and 
much people of Israel died. This 
humbled and brought them to 
confess their sin, and intreat Mo- 
ses to intercede with God for re- 
lief. Moses, making his addressto 
God, was instructed to make a 
serpent of brass and erect it on 
a pole, with a direction to the 
Israelites, when they were bit- 
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$49 Sacramental Meditations. 


ten, to look tothe serpent upon 
the pole, and it came to pass 
that if a serpent had bitten any 
man, when he beheld the ser- 
pent of brass that he lived.— 


This Christ hath taught us was 


a typical representation. As 
Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must 
the Sen of man be lifted up— 
And we may remark, 

(1.)In these fiery serpents, ejec- 
ting and diffusing their venom 
in the bodies of the Israelites, 
du we not see those infernal 
spirits, that old serpent, the dev- 
il and his emissaries, injecting 
their sinful, their poisonous sug- 
gestions and insinuations into 
the souls of men ? 

(2.) Inthe venom of the ser- 
pents, its baneful and mortal ef- 
fects, and the Israelites dying by | 
it, we see the deadly nature of 
sin, that evil thing and bitter, its 
fatal influence, and the anguish 
and ruinit brings on immortal 
souls. The wages of sin is 
death. 

(3.) In the setting of the ser- 
pent on a pole, we have prefig- 
ured, the lifting up of Christ on 
the cross. And I,if I be lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all 
men unto me. 

(4.) In the Israelites bitten 
looking to the serpent of brass 
on the pole, we have figuratively 
exhibited, the looking of sin- 
ners, in distress and anguish 
from the woundsof sin, to Christ 
by faith, for relief, for pardon and 
Saivation. Look unto me, and 
be ye saved, all the ends of the 
€arth ; for I am God. 

(5.) And it came to pass, 
that if a serpent had bitten any 
man, when he beheld the serpent 
of brass, that he lived. In the 
relicf which the bitten Israelite 





| Srpr, 


received through locking to the 
serpent of brass, we See typic 
ally the relief from the wounds 
and anguish of sin, Which im. 
mortal souls receive, throuch 
looking to Christ by faith. Come 
unto me, all ye that labor and 


are heavy laden, and | will 
give you rest. O! the rest and 
peace which Jesus gives ! 

| Lo be continued, ] 
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FROM THE PHILADELPHIA M4. 
GAZINE. 


Mr. Epiror, 


I SEND for insertion in your 
Magazine some devout medita- 
tions of a young lady of this city, 
who died the last winter. They 
were written for no human eye 
but her own ; and of course con- 
tain the very utterance of ‘her 
heart. On her death bed she 
was desirous to commit the 
whole of them to the flames, 
lest the perusal of them by_ 
others might subject her to the 
suspicion of having written from 
some motive of pride or osten- 
tation ;—from which, indeed, 
she was more free than almost 
any other person whom the 
writer of this ever knew. She 
was prevailed on, however, not 
to burn her papers ; and as the 
perusal of them has edified a 
number of her pious friends, 
so itis hoped that the appear 
ance of some of them in the 
Magazine, may still farther ex- 
tend their beneficial influence. 
The most of them relate to sea 
sons of unusual religious solem- 
nity, and were written in haste. 
A very few and unimportant cot 
rections have been all that 1t was 
thought proper to make ; and It 
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‘5 believed that no reader of taste 
and piety will think that the com- 
psitions need a farther apology, 
than the knowledge of the cir- 
cumstances here recited. 
PHILO. 


Dhijad.. June, 1608. 


NO. 1—On the Morning of a 
Communion Sabbatii, 


TUE sacrament of the Lord’s 
supper, instituted by our blessed 
Saviour himself, just before he 
made the great offering for sin, 
even the shedding of his own 
blood, is a seal of the covenant 
of grace, established by the al- 
mighty and unchangeable Jeho- 
ya with his creature man, 
through the mediation of his 
Son Christ Jesus. Ii represents 
all the benefits and blessings of 
this new and everlasting cove- 
nant, which are to be reccived 
by faith on our part, for the re- 
moval of our guilt in the sight of 
God, for the cleansing of our souls 
from pollution, and forthe com- 
munication of all needful grace 
and strength, to enable us to per- 
severe In the Christian course, 
uniting our souls to the Lord 
Jesus and sealing them unto the 
day of redemption. Weare to 
give ourselves away, sweetly, 
voluntarily, entirely and eternal- 
ly, to God through Christ, to 
obey his commands, to walk 
with him and to live to his glo- 
ry. 

This is the solemn transaction 
[am now again to renew ; and 
® my soul! before thou ma- 
Kest an approach to that holy 
table in a public manner, to 


take the vows of God upon thee, 
canst thou in sincerity, appeal 
o that omniscient witness, who 
seeth in secret, before whom all 
the recesses of the heart are un- 
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veiled, and avouch him to be 
thy God? Solemn and awful is 
it, to enter into engagements 
with the Almighty. Yet, with 
« humble acceptance of his own 
most gracious terms, trusting 
solely to the righteousness of 
his adorable Son, and relying: 
upon his grace and streneth, I 
would most deliberately, most 
cordially, most thankfully, put 
my whole soul into his hands. 
Iwouldtake Him as my por- 
tion, Jesus as my Saviour, the 
Holy Ghost as my Sanctifier and 
Comforter. 

I desire to walk in all his com- 
mands blamelessly ; to seek the 
promotion of his glory, and to- 
leave ail my concernstobe dispo- 
sed of according to his sovereign: 
pleasure. And now, O thou 
almighty being ! by whose pow- 
er alone I shail be able to stand, 
wilt thou condescend to accept 
of this dedication, and grant me 
some tokens of thy favor ? 
Bind my soul unto thyself by 
the strongest and the tenderest 
ties. Keep me ever mindful of 
my own weakness and unwor- 
thiness, but enable me to. trust 
in thy strength. Make me to 
know thy covenant well. Un- 
fold to my view its precious. 
promises. Guide me by thy 
counsels in the path of duty, 
and by thy Spirit into all truth : 
and in the darkest season, ena- 
ble me to trust in thy name and 


stay myself upon my God; and , 


when death shall approach, 
whether in a sudden or a more 
gradual manner, may the recol- 
lection of this transaction, and, if 
it be consistent with thy holy 
will, the consolations of thy bles- 
sed Spirit, disarm him otf his ter- 
rors, and present him to my 
view asamessenger of peace. 
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May I with humble gratitude 
bear a testimony to the truth and 
preciousness of thy religion ; 
then sweetly close my eyes up- 
on this transitory scene, to awake 
in the realms of perfect light and 


love. Amen. Even so, come 
Lord Jesus. 


August 18, 1805. 


No. 1].—Bcfore going to the Ta- 
ble of the Lord. 


‘¢ T know, said the apostle, in 
whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed 
unto him against that day.” I 
cannot doubt the power, the 
love, the faithfulness of my al- 
mighty Saviour. Much of it 
have I seen displayed in his dea- 
lings towards me ; neither can I 
doubt that I have been enabled to 
commit my soul, my immortal 
soul, into hishands. Yet Satan, 
that busy adversary, would 
much interrupt that peace 
which I should derive from this 
assurance. He intrudes doubts 
into my mind with regard to 
those truths on which my salva- 
tion depends. But I know thatall 
power in heaven and on earth is 
given to my Redeemer, and he 
hath promised that his people 
shall not be tempted above what 
they are able to bear ; that his 
power shall rest upon them. O, 
I do see that Iam nothing, that I 
can do nothing that I every mo- 
ment need hisassistance. May 
this humble me, and bring me 
to an entire distrust of myself, 
and dependence upon his bless- 
ed Spirit. O that this, morning 
at his holy table, I may know 
the things that are freely given 
unto usof God. He invites me 
to come, he has provided a rich 








- 180 
| Serr, 18 
repast. O blessed Saviour! i pi 
condescend to meet me at thine and 
own table, and save me from the ” 
fiery darts of the wicked one, see 
After coming from the Lord; i 
Table. 
uc . Mi 
Now I am thine, for ever thine lov 
Nor shall my purpose move . 
‘Lhy hands have loosed my bonds of be 
pain, an 
And bound me with thy love.” iol 


Thy vows are upon me, 0 
God ! I have solemnly engaged 
to be thine. I have been enoa- 
bled, I trust, to give myself 0 
away to my Saviour, at his own 
table, with that measure of faith 
he was pleased to bestow. [ 
viewed in him all that my ne- 
cessities required, and all that 
my soul could desire. That in 
comparison with his love, the 
world could present no object 
that could allure my heart. [ 
felt that in his strength, I could 
eo forward to all duties and tri- 
als, with a humble boldness. 
That even the fiery darts of the 
wicked one should miss their 
aim, shielded by his almighty 
arm. Rut ah! in my own 
breast, there still lurk many en- 
emies to my Redeemer; still 
am I encumbered with a body 
of sin and death, that I fear will 
draw me from him and wound 
my peace. Be it then deeply im- 
pressed upon my soul, that I ev- 
ery moment need supplies of 
his grace ; that 1 must keep 
near to him and continually seek 
his presence. | 

God forbid that I should glo 
ry, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through which 
may the world be crucified “oe 
me, and I unto the world. = 
I have this day professed - . 
his disciple, may I be enable 
walk even ashe walked. May 
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J put on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and be found continually, either 
‘in communion with him, or 
seeking to glorify him in the 
world. May love to God and 
man possess my whole soul. 
May I have something of the 
love and zeal, the self-denial, 
benevolence, meekness, patience 
and fortitude of the divine Say- 
jour. 


ee ee 


Qn the Pretence of Propriety 
for Conformity to the World. 


ROPRIETY is a word of 

a very attractive sound: 
but all is not goid that glitters ; 
and it becomes necessary to 
scrutinize the real import of that 
term in the mouths of those 
who rely upon it for the vindi- 
cation of their conduct, before 
we can pronounce on the merits 
of that vindication. Now, Sir, 
it appears to me, that a numer- 
ous class of Christians in the 
higher and middling ranks in 
defending their habits of life on 
the ground of propriety, appeal 
to what the world denominates 
propriety in reference to its own 
maxims and principles, rather 
than to what is really proper in 
the sight of their great Lord and 
Saviour. I have been léd to 
form this opinion from having 
observed them fly to propriety 
for their vindication, far most 
frequently, (I will not say ex- 
clusively), when an adoption of 
the habits of the world, or at 
least a very considerable ap- 
proach to those habits, is to be 
defended. The world, no doubt, 
deems its own habits ‘very pro- 
per; and those who thus defend 
an approximation to them may 
Vou. I. No.9. 
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be justly suspected of having 
taken up a criterion of propriety 
not very unlike that of the world. 
Is this an uncharitable suspi- 
cion? Would it be thought to 
beso in other cases ? Should we 
accuse any one of a want of 
charity, who expressed a suspi- 
cion that a person who acted 
like a rogue had the principles 
of arogue? How can a suspi- 

cion of this kind be avoided in 

Such cases, since we sce that in 

the common course of things 

dissimilar principles lead to dis- 

similar conduct? Men do not 

“ wather grapes of thorns nor 

firs of thistles.’? Their expe- 

rience shews them that “a good 

tree bringeth forth good fruit, 
and a corrupt tree bringeth forth 
evil fruit.” If this way of rea- 
soning be just, we must pro- 
nounce that in most cases of 
any importance what is frofer 
according to principles of one 
descriptionislikely to bezmpropfier 
according to the principles of an 
opposite kind. Let the Christian 
then consider how widely the 
principles which he professes 
differ from those of his irreli- 
gious neighbors, and he will 
standaloof from theirgeneral ha- 
bits of life. Inthe employment 
of time, or in the use of pro- 
perty, will he not be extremely 
jealous of a close agreement 
with the world, since he is re- 
quired continually to bear in 
mind, that time and property are 
the gifts of God, and to be em- 
ployed for his glory ; while the 
world, in receiving these gilts, 
scarcely thinks of the donor, and 
in its use of them has very infe- 
rior objects in view ? A similar 
question might be asked with 
respect to various other particu- 
lars, as the education .of chil- 
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dren ; the choice of serious oc- 
cupations, of amusements, and 
of companions ; and the gene- 
ral strain of conversation. Itis 
not however my intention to en- 
large on these and hke points, 
though they are well worthy of 
the consideration of some of 
your able correspondents. — I 
shall content myself with re- 
marking, that if a Christian is 


indeed to be one who ls not ef 


the world, but 1s chosen out of the 
world ;—-if with hin old things 
are fassed away and all things 
are Becomencw j;—if he is not 
to be conformed to this world but 
to be transformed by the renew- 
ing of his mind, (the close con- 
nection of these sister*precepts 
clearly shewing that in the opin- 
ion of their author, St Paul, the 
mind will not be transformed 
while there is a conformity to 
the world): if such be the Chris- 
tian, and such the rules prescri- 
bed, to him, surely true propric- 
ty in his holy calling must re- 
ther be foundin receding from 
the common habits of the world 
than in adopting them. 

But there is not only a great 
agreement im practice between 
the world, atid the class of per- 
sons under consideration, when 
they appeal to propriety. They 
ugree very much with it 72 their 
object. Is it often, is it ever, 
their leading purpose on such 
occasions to be eminently mod- 
erate and self-denying ; to seta 
Christian example to their irre- 
figious neighbors, and wean 
them froin their love of self-in- 
dulgence, and of shew and os- 
tentation ! On the contrary, itis 
cenerally avowed to be theirim- 


mecate object at least to meet | 


the opinions, to satisfy the ex- 
pectauions, tocomply with the 


from God only. 








quaintance. « Tt is Proper thar 
our furniture should be fashion. 
able, and our equipage and ser- 
vants smart. It is Proper to 
travel In post-chaises rather than 
In stage-coaches 5 or perhaps to 
travel with four horses rather 
than a pair in our own’ chaise. 
[tis highly proper to visit ai/ 
ouv neighbors in the country, 
with the exception, perhaps of 
one or two profligate characters; 
and both m country and in town 
to be almost as forward in mak- 
ing morning calls of mere form, 
or little more, as those who do 
not know the value of time, nor 
indeed well know how to get rid 
of it. Without an attention to 
such things, how isa character 
to be maintained ur the world?” 
Alas, Sir, here is the delusion. 
Such persons wish to maintain 
a character. But what charac- 
ter? Rather I fear, (on such 
occasions at least) one which 
shall obtain the praise of men, 
than one which shall procure for 
them that honor which cometh 
They do not 
bear in mind as they ought, that 
the approbation of men and that 
of God take in their general 
course directions as opposite, a3 
the natural corruption of the 
one is to the adorable purity and 
holiness of the other; and that, 
if reliance may be placed on the 
dictates of divine wisdom, wie! 
is highly esteemed among men 
abombination in the sight of Go. 
Now if in their pursuit of pro: 
priety it be their leading object 
to conciliate the world, wet 
must be the colour of that pro- 
priety which will answer thet 
purpose ? It must evidently me 
the propriety of the world, ta 
ter than that of the genuine dis: 
ciple of Christ. Zhe world wit 


Wishes, of their circle of ace Move its cw ; but what hope ' 
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there, that it will love what 
springs from a source so uncon- 
genial to its principles and feel- 
ings as the gospel of Christ ? 
whey that are after the flesh do 
mind (i.e. velish and practise) 
she things of the flesh, but” they 
chat are after the «fart the things 
of the spurtt. 

Bet it will be alleged, that al- 
though it be the zmmediaie ob- 
ject of these persons to concil- 
jate the world, and obtain its ap- 
probation, their wlimate object 
is toreform it by making reli- 
cion amiable in its eyes. 

Without questioning the sin- 
cerity of those who urge this 
plea, { must be allowed to ask, 
whether the object it holds forth 
is not With many so distant as to 
be scarcely visible in the season 


of action, however it may be | 


brought forward, and made a 
prominent feature in their de- 
fence ? Such is the selt-decep- 
tion which we practise on our- 
selves, that nothing is more 
common than for a man to think 
thathe is actuated by motives 
very different from those which 


And when so many motives 
congenial to our natural propen- 
sities plead for an approxima- 
‘ion to the habits of the world, 
is it uncharitable to suppose that 
they may sometimes bear rule, 
while their captive is under a 
persuasion that he is swayed by 
motives of a very different kind ? 

Let it however be supposed, 
that our votary of propriety is 
hot subject to a delusion of this 
Kind, Let it be granted, that he 
is under the predominating in- 
lluence of a desire to render re- 
ligion amiable by his conduct, 
and thus to recommend it to 
mankind. Are the means he 





really predominate in his mind. 
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| inference. 


| to notice the terms which it em- 
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adopts, such as the gospel will 
sanction ? Let him study its /ire- 
cepts, its spirit, and the exumfpile 
of its divine author. 

I am aware, Sir, on how wide 
afield Tam now entering, and 
will labor to be concise. Not 
to repeat what has been already 
sald-on the contraricty of the 
Gospel to the usages of the 
world, fet. me beg your readers 


ploys, when it speaks of the 
world, and to draw their own 
Living according to 
the course of this world is, ac- 
cording to St. Paul, the same 


thing with being the slaves of Bs hee | 
Satan, and dead in trespasses pry Fey 
and sins, St. James affirms, vi gt RR 
that the friendship of the world } ny 
is enmity with God. St. John BG 
declares, that the whole world ! bot Lat 


lieth in wickedness ; and ear- A. 
nestly presses his followers to 
beware of its allurements, and 4 
expect its dislike. And our bles- | a 
sed Saviour is very full on this 
last point in various passages, Mae a 
and never intimates that his dis- Ah 
ciples must obtain the favor of Dig) a 
the world in order to do good 2 

in it. 

But does not the Gospel re- ai | 
quire Christians to attend to & cer y nl 
their characters among men, ‘ | 
and to act in such a way as to ; 
recommend the religion they | 
profess ? Certainly in numerous tN | 5 | 

t : : J 








instances : but mark the course 


which it prescribes. The dis- 





ciples are instructed by their di- 1 RE an | 
vine Master to lead men to glo- j i ti al 
rify God by letting them see their E Hi i} hd 
good works ; and St. Peter ex- fe od ee a || 
horts Christians to put to silence f t). ie 
the ignorance of foolish men, : ve fi 
and to dispose them to glorify ay 

God by well doing, and by their ; 

good works, Similar advice is My 
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given by St. Paul to ‘Titus— 
Christian women are enjoined to 


win over their unbelicving hus- | 
bands, if possible, to the faith : | 


how! By chaste conversation 
coupled with fear (a respectful 
demexnor,) and by fitting on the 
ornament of ameck and guiet sfit- 
rif. Servants are commanded 
to adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour by obedience, honesty, 
Insiances of simi- 
lar advice for recommending re- 
ligion to mankind might proba- 
bly be multuplicd. Instead of 
inculcating on his disciples the 
necessity of cbtaining the gene- 
ral approbation of mankind, 
Christ warned them, that gene- 
ral approbation would be an 
evidence of their not being 
faithful in theirChristian course. 
“ Woe be unto vou when all men 
sfieak well of you, for so did their 
Jathers to the false prophets.” 
We have one instance of a con- 
siderable body of Christians ob- 
taining for a time the favor cf 
all the fieofile : but itis perfectly 
clear from the beautiful account 
which is given of them, that 
this was by no means obtained 
by worldly compliances, but by 
their singular eminence in 
Christian tempers and conduct. 
Let us now turn to the exam- 
ple of our Saviour. He associa- 
ted freely with mankind, and ex- 
hibited a perfect pattern of kind- 
ness and courtesy ; and the gE- 
neral course of his life was, 
doubtless, that which unerring 
wisdom pointed cut as the best 
for the success of his Gospel. 
But did either his kindness or 
his wisdom render him very 


solicitous to conform to the feel- | 


ings and habits of his country- 
men ? Had this been the case, 
he would not have been, as was 


ee ee ee 


| 


| 
| 
! 
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supposed, the carpenter’s son; he 
would not have been a Galilean 
and attended by Galileans : he 
would not have resided at Na. 
zareth : and (not to muluply 
proois of this kind) he would 
not have passed his days ia Dov. 

erty, and have been followed on- 

ly by tic poor. He knew what 

Vielent prejudices would be ex- 

cited acu.inst him. But he pro- 

bably tuought it necessary to 

mark by the circumstances of 
his life how widely he differed 

from his countrymen in his reli- 
gious principles. Had he tra- 
velled on smoothly in the same 

tractas to externals with those 

whom he proclaimed to be on 
the brink of ruin, both tempo- 
ral and eternal, he would not 
easily have persuaded any of 
them to think their state so des- 
perate as he described it. They 
would have imagined, that one 
who took pains to reconcile his 
course of life to theirs, and to 
conciliate them by his com- 
pliances, could not in his heart 
think so very ill of them. With 
what prospect of success could 
he have called on them 9 &e 
born again, and to become new 
creatures 2 Proceeding as he 
did, wisdom was justified of her 
children. Many even of the 
chief rulers believed on him du- 
ring his life, and he scattered 
seed from which a plentcous 
harvest was reaped by bis apos- 
tles after his ascension. But had 
he made greater sacrifices to the 
opinions of an unbelieving world, 
he might see, as 5t. Paul did 
under similar circumstances at 
alater period, that zs cross would 
have been rendered of none effect. 
It will be unnecessary for me wa 
trespass on the patience of you! 
readers, by applying what bss 


o~ree TH 


ce cs 





{808.] On Conformity 


peen said to the case under con- | 
jderation. Jesus has Icft us | 
an example that we should fol- ! 
low his steps ; and though the 
infinite distance between the 
Saviour of the world and our- 
selves, frequently makes it im- 
ossible for us to follow them 
literally, yet through the divine 
aid, the sfirzt of his conduct is 
always within our reach, and 
should animate ys in all our 
proceedings. 

But if it could be supposed to 
be allowable to recommend re- 
ligion to mankind, by such 
methods as the advocate for pro- 
pricty would employ, would 
they answer his purpose ‘— 
Would an endeavor to please 
the world, by complying with 
its customs, make religion amia- 
ble in its eyes ? As well might | 
the proprietor of one of the 
erand scenes amidst the moun- 
tains and torrents of Cumberland 
attempt to heighten the admira- 
tion of the traveller by studding 








it with obelisks, and mock bat- 
ements, and alcoves, and white | 
washed rocks, and formal cas- | 
cades. Present Chritianity to | 
mankind in her native beauty, | 
and after commanding their 
respect, she may win their affec- 
uons. But bedeck her with or- 
haments uncongenial to her na- 
ture, and you expose her to 
contempt and ridicule. Some 
indeed will applaud such deco- 
rations ; but how often will 
their praises flow from an un- 
hallowed source—from a secret 
(islike of genuine religion || 
‘ler purity is too great for unhal- 
lowed eyes. Her noble simplici- 
'y is calculated to strike mankind 
With awe. How many there- 
ore, Who would willingly think 








themselves her votaries, like her | 
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better when exhibited under 
some disguise. They are in 
their hearts not displeased to 
hod that she can be inconsistent; 
and that she betrays some symp- 
toms of being half ashamed of 
the wide diftcrence between her- 
self and the world. They are 
diattered by ber imitation of their 
conduct, end elevated in their 
own esteem, by her degradation. 
What true Christian would 
covet; what true Christian would 
not dread, the praise bestowed 
by such persons on the accom- 
modating spirit of his religion ¢ 

And what eflects are likely to 
flow from the system which it 
is the object of this paper to 
condemn ? its tendency is to 
deprive Christianity of her spirit 
and-energy ; and to lead both 
those who adopt it, and the world 
at large, to endeavor to recon- 
cile God and Mammon. 

With regard to its effect on 
the Christians who adopt it, we 
ure none of us sufficiently aware 
what inroads the world 1s con- 
tinually making on our Vigi- 
lance, and on our fidelity to our 
Lord and Master. How imper- 
ceptibly does its alloy insinuate 
itself, and debase the simplicity 
of our views and the purity of 
our conduct ! Shall we then ven- 
ture on a system, which is to 
invite, as it were, this evil, and 
to place us, inflammable as we 
are, in the midst of flames? 
Men of mere worldly prudence 
would be thought mad if they 
acted in a similar manner.— 


What would be said, if a man, - 


who had a strong natural pro- 
pensity to drink or to game, 
were to make it his plan to con- 
ciliate drunkards or gamesters 
by adopting their habits of life 
as far as he could in any way 


— 
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$50 Religious 
reconcile them to his princi- 
ples? We find no difficulty in 
deciding in this case, because 
drunkenness and gaming are vi- 
ces which strike us with horror. 
And if we also saw in a proper 
light luxury, ostentation, a mis- 
use of property and of time, 
and that apathy of soul towards 
(cod and religion which accom- 
panies such sins, we should find 


as little difficulty in the case un- | 


cer consideration. 

But the mischief will be by 
no means conhned to ourselves. 
‘The effect on others will be 
most disastrous and lamentable. 
Some hints weresgiven on this 
peint in what was said on the 


conduct of our blessed Saviour. | 


Could any scheme be devised 


more likely tolull the conscien- | 
i . ,° 7 . 4 
ces of our irreligious acquaint- 


ance asleep, than an apparent en- 
ceavor to adopt their general 
habits of life as far as possible, 
aud to let the difference between 
is and them be as little visible 
as may be! Many of them will 
probably be willing to meet us 
half way ; and by using moral 
Janguage, and gravely expres- 
sing in general terms their re- 
spect for religion, will endeav- 
or to pass with us for persons 
who differ httle from us in prin- 
ciple. And what will be the re- 
sult of this conspiracy to dis- 
ceuise the truth, and hood-wink 
the conscience, by making op- 
posites appear to agree ? The 
trreligious party will continue 
as irreligious as ever, though 
somewhat more decorous per- 
haps in his conversation and 
conduct: but he will be delu- 
ded into a good opinion of him- 
self by the countenance his 
course of life receives. - The re- 
‘gious man will find the energy 


Intelligence. (Serr 
| and vitality of his Principles on 


ithe decline, and becoming lan- 


| guid and feeble. He stil] proba- 
i bly 


| professes the great truths of 
‘religion, and omits none of its 
outward observances: but he is 
already on the confines at least 
| of being neither cold nor hot, and 
jo imminent danger of having a 
‘name to live while he is dead. 
| This general picture will vary 
according to circumstances, and 
| throug the operation of coun- 
| teracting causes, even its lea- 
icing features may sometimes 
disappear: but I would appeal 
to any one who has been in the 
‘toils of the system which has 
been described, and through di- 
vine grace has escaped from 
ithem, whether its tendency has 
been falsely delineated. 

Ch, Ob. 
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EXTRACTED FROM THE PHILA- 
DELPHLA INTELLIGENCER. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. 
Edward D. Griffin, of New- 
ark, N. Jersey, to the Rev. 
Dr. Green, of Philadelphia. 


Newark, M. J. March 51, 1808. 
Dear SIR, 
I AM very willing to give you 
a general and succinct relation 
of the wonders of divine grace 
which we have witnessed. 
About the first of December, 





1806, we were encouraged with 
some symptoms of a_ revival o 
religion in this village but they 
quickly disappeared. In March, 
1807, they were renewed by 
means of several instances ol 
sudden death ; but again Pp 
sed off, leaving no effects, at 
that time apparent, except °" 





three or four persons who have 
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nce made a profession of reli- 
cin. The death of Doct. 
Macwhorter, in July, made a 
great impression on the congre- 
gation, which was sensibly deep- 
ened, in the month of August, 
through the instrumentality of 
the Rev. Gideon Blackburne, 
who preached several times 
here With great zeal and energy. 
Though nothing extraordjnary 
it that time appeared, yet we 
have since ‘been able to trace 
rst impressions to each of the 
four seasons above menttoned. 
The leaven was secretly and in- 
creasingly working for nine 
months before it became evi- 
dent. We have since discover- 
ed, also, that, during the sum- 
met, God was preparing some 
forthe scene which was about 
toopen by impressive and often 
repeated dreams. Days of dis- 
sipaion were separated by 
nights in which faney would 
hear the sinner to the bar of 
God, and fill him with the ter- 
tors of the final judgment ;— 


terrors, which, though dissipa- | 


ted by the morning, would re- 
turn with -returning sleep.— 
lhese nightly alarms gradually 
fixed the waking thoughts.— 
hus at a time when every 
thing appeared to be stil around 
is) Secret anxletles were prey- 
ing upon anumber of persons, 
which, so far from being the ef- 
lect of sympathy, were known 
only to God and themselves. In 
the latter weeks of August, I 
Knew of nothing special in’ the 
colgregalion, except two or 
three persons who began to be 
‘Wakened, and four Christians 
Whose desire fora revival of re- 
‘Ston were too earnest to be 
‘oncealed from their minister. 
\ this precise posture things 
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remained for about a fortnight. 
To a few it was en hour of aw- 
ful suspense. But in some of 
the last days in August it be- 
came apparent, that the desire 
for a revival was rapidly spread- 
ing among the communicants. 
As our sacramental Sabbath 
was approaching, this church, 
In connection two neigh- 
boring churches, agreed to set 
apart the preceding Fiiday, 
(Sept. 4.) lor fasting and prayer ; 
partly asa preparatory service, 
but chicily to make supplication 
for effusions of the Holy Spirit. 
The day, which was spent in 
prayer, singing and short ad- 
dresses to the people, was mark- 


wit} 
ve ava 


Fed with unusual stillness accom- 


panied with pleasing appearances 
of humility, earnest desire, and 
and a sense of entire dependence. 
On the feliowing sabbath, a 
number of persons assembled, 
at nine o’clock in the morning, 
to spend an hour in praying for 
their minister, and for the bles- 
sing of God on the exercises of 
the day ; and this has since be- 
come the stated practice of al- 
most all the praying people of 
the congregation ;—a_ practice 
which has been accompanied 
with effects very refreshing to 
themselves, and materially ben- 
eficial to the cause of evangelic- 
al picty. Those who attended 
at this first season, unexpectedly 
found themselves animated with 
desires, unfelt before, that God 
would, that very day, bring out 
his perfections to the view of the 
communicants. And this He did, 
to a degree that many had _ sel- 
dom or never seen before.. On 
the evening of the following 
Monday, at a lecture preached 
in a private house, the first feel- 
ings which denoted the extra- 
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ordinary presence of God, and 
the actual commencement of 
a revival of religion, were awa- 
kened ; perhaps in every person 
that was present. It was no lon- 
ger doubtful whethera work of di- 
vine grace was berun. During 
that and the following week, in- 
creasing symptoms of a most 
powerful influence were discov- 
ered. ‘Tie appearance was as 
if a collection of waters, Jong 
suspended over the town, had 
fallen at once, and deluged the 
whole place. For several weeks, 
the people would stay at the 
elose of every evening service, 
to hear some new exhortation ; 
and it seemed impossible to per- 
suade them to depart, unul those 
on whose lips they hung had re- 
tired. At those seasons you 


might see a multitude weeping | 


and trembling around their min- 
ister, and many others standing 
as astonished spectators of the 
scene, and beginning to tremble 
themselves. One sabbath, af- 
ter the second service, when I 
had catechised and dismissed 
the little children, they gathered 
around me, weeping. and inquir- 
ing what they should do. I 
know not but a hundred were in 
tears atonce. The scene was as 
affecting as it was unexpected. 
Having prayed with them again, 
and spent some time in exhor- 
tation, L attempted to send them 
away ; but with ail my entrea- 
ties I could not prevail on them 
to depart until night came on, 
and then I was obliged to go out 
with them, and literally force 
them from me. But this ex- 
citement of animal feelings, in- 
cident to the commencement of 
revivals of religion, soon subsi- 
ded, and the work has ever since 
proceeded in profpund silence. 








—_~- 


(Sur, 

Farly in September, 
Were formed man 
clations for prayer,—some male, 
and some females—the happy 
influence of which has been 
manifestly and largely felt. | 
bever before witnessed the com- 
munication of a spirit of prayer 
soearnest and so general, nor 
observed such evident and re. 
margable answers to prayer— 
he agonies of: parents have 
been such as to.dive sleep from 
their eyes, and for weeks togeth- 
er, have been seemingly as great 
astheir nature could well sus- 
tain. And these parents, in ev- 
ery case that has come within 
my knowledge, have each seve- 
ral children who are already 
numbered among the hopeful 
converts. 

Many professors have been 
severely tried, and not a few 
have, fora time, given them- 
selves over forlost. The Lord 
has indeed come to search our 
Jerusalem with candles, and to 
discover the men that were set- 
tled on their lees. Awed by 
the majesty of a present God, 
many could say, with Moses, 
“T exceedingly tear and quake. 
I could not help saying, If this 
glimpse of light dissipates s0 
many hopes, what effects will 
attend the final judgment! 

This work in point of fower 
and stzliness, exceeds all that I 
have ever seen. While it bears 
down every thing with irresista- 
ble force, and scems almost (0 
dispense with human instru 
mentalitv, i moves with $0 
much silence that, unless 
attentively observe its _effiectss 
we are tempted, at umes (0 
doubt whether any thing uncom: 
mon is taking place. ‘Phe col 
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humility and self-distrust. In- 
stead of being elated with con- 
sdent hopes, they are inclined 
totremble. Many of them pos- 
gess deep and discriminating 
views; and all, or almost all, 
are born into the distinguishing 
doctrines of grace. 


[suppose that there are from 
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930 to 250 who hope that they 
have become the subjects of di- | 
vine grace 5 and many remain 
ill under solemn Impressions, 
whose number, I hopg, is al- 
most daily increasing. The 
subjects of this work are of all 
eves, from nine years old to 
more than three score years and 
ten; and of all characters, inclu- 
ding drunkards, apostates, infi- 
dels, and those who were lately 
malignant opposers ; and of ail 
conditions, including poor ne- 
groes, and some of them hoary 
with age. I cafnot refrain 
from mentioning, among the 
hopeful converts, three young 
rentlemen, of the first talents 
and education, and of excellent 
families, who have abandoned 
the study of the law, in which 
they had been employed for two 
year's, to devote themselves to 
the gospel ministry. 


—— 


We have had but one sacra- 
ment since the -work commen- 





ced, at which time we recelvec 
nineiy-scven new members, out 
of one hundred and .two_per- 
sons, who had been nr led 

ns, who had been propounde 
4 lortnizht before. 





While we gaze with wonder 
and delight at these glorious 
ttlumphs of the Prince of Peace, 
and weep for joy to hear our 
babes and sucklings sing hosannas 
to the Son of David, we cannot 
ut Join ina general response, 





353 


cometh in the name of the 
Lord ; hosanna in the highest.” 
lam, dear sir, 
Most affectionately yours, 


EDWARD D. GRIFFIN. 


Letter from Mr. Merrison, the 
Chinese missionary from the 
London society, to the Rev. 
. i 4 
Ur. Staughion. 


Canton, Scft. $0, 1807. 
R — 
(i ve 


AFTER a passave of one 
iundred and thirteen days from 
New-York I arrived at Macao 
roads on the fourth instant— 
Our dear Lord graciously pre- 
served and my companions 
on ship-board, amidst some hea- 
vy gales of wind in the Indian 
Ocean. 

When on shore at the island 
of Java, amongst the Malays, I 
observed that the impositions of 
the man Mahummed prevailed 
amongst them. I was Ied to 
wish that the believers on the 
western continent would send a 
missionary to Batavia, to declare 
among'st them the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. -To English- 
men that post is inaccessible.— 
Without the mosque, at Angir, 
in the straits of Sunda, is a pool 
in which the Malays wash their 
feet before they enter into the 
holy place : but of the blood of 
Jesus which cleanses polluted 
consciences, they know nothin o. 

The field of missionary labor 
in China is inconceivably cx- 
tensive. O! when! when will 
the time come in which it may 
be said of the kingdoms of this 
world “ they are become the 
kinedoms of our God!” What 
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this country be, their ignorance, | 


idolatry and superstition cry in | 


| 
The | _ 


the most melting languace, 
“come over and help !” 
instances that have occurred du- | 
ring my short stay here of the | 
srossest Idolatry have been fre- | 
quent. 

Niy first objeet TS to acquire 
the language, and in order to 
that, permission to reside here. 
Yhope the Lord will ordain it 
so; but there is, according to 
human probabiity, much reason 
toiear it will be denied. 

‘the Chinese are surprised 
that LT have come hither, being 
neither ceptain, mate, supercar- 
£o, nor doctor. i was at first 
very much teazed by their inqui- 
rics and solicitations to purchase 
goods. They have not learned 
to call me any thing more than 
* the passenger.” 

I felt very much, a few days 
aco, for the priests of a very 
large temple of Fo, on an 
island Opposite to the factories. 
Boys are initiated and trained 
upto the priesthood. ‘he young 
men were very ignorant and 
simple. They asked if we had 
eods like theirs in America; 
if we burnt sweet scented wood 
to them, &c. When I said we 
had not two, three, or four 
 poo-sxet” gods, but only one, 
they were quite surprised— 
There are at this temple one 
hundred and sixty priests, and 
nearly the same number of idols, 
some of them fifteen or twenty 
feet high. 

My best: regards to Mrs. 
Stoughton. Favor me witha 
line, and sometimes remember 
at the throne, him who is yours 
in the faith of our Lord Jesus. 


ROBERT MORRISON. 


- 





TO THE SAME. 
Serampore, \6th Nov. 1807. 
Rev. ano Dear SIR, 


YOUR very obliging letter, 
dated 18th November 1806. crave 
me great pleasure. and I owe 
you many thanks for it. How 
different is Christian love from 
all cther affections. The love 
of Christ constrains us and 
draws our hearts together ; 
thouzh we have never seen each 
other in the flesh, and never 
may 3 this sacred binding prin- 
ciple unites us and makes us 
hail the day when we shall sce 
and be with each other to part 
no more. 

I am placed over a smail 
church at Dinagepore, and have 
lately had two persons added to 
it, and I hope for another short- 
ly ; but ours is a day of small 
very small things. What you 
say encourages me, “gene- 
rations to come will rejoice in 
the harvest that grace ensures 
from the seed you are sowing.” 
Who more than the Christian 
missionary may say, “ None of 
us liveth to himself, none of us 
dieth to himself.” Oh! that J 
may live for my Saviour and 
my fellow creatures, and die, 
sealing my eternal obligations 
to him with my last breath— 
It is truly sowing én fears olten; 
but this is our encouragement, 


‘the promise is not only to Whil- 


field converting thousands, but 

to the laborer whose ee 

fruit is only zears. “ He shal 
A a epean 4 
reap in joy.’ 

1 have lately been reduced * 

a state of great weakness al 


-lassitude, so that I was prevented 


from engaging in active neh 
for some months ; but a visit © 


| Serampore, and the change ° 
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air have in a He reat 
restored me. 

I rejoice that American Chris- 

tians have lately done so muc/: for 
the” cause of the translations 
here ; avd I hope it wiil not be 
atrunsient flame of zeal, for the 
expense of these translations 
will continue for some years to 
come. When accomplished— 
when the words of eternal life 
are translated and published in 
ten languages, will there not be 
joy on earth, will there not be 
joy in heaven ? 

J intreat my best love to Mrs. 
Staughton, and all your family, 
all yourchurch. My best love 
to dear captain Wickes if with 


neasure 


you. I remain, reverend and 
dear sir, most affectionately 
yours. 


IGN. FERNANDEZ. 


Letter from the Rev. W. Carey 
tothe Rev. W. Rogers, D. D. 


Calcuiia, Vov. 25, 1807. 


My pear Broruer, 

1 LEARN from captain Jones 
that the Bingham will sail in a 
day or two, and therefore write 
you a hasty line, intending to 
make amends, by a more cir- 
cumstantial account of our at- 
lalrs in my nex 

We, my dear brother, have 
lately been in a very perilous si- 
tuation. Government sent us a 
letter absolutely requiring us to 
remove our printing ress to 
Calcutta, that it might be under 
the inspection of proper officers 
appointed by them for that pur- 
Pose, and requiring us not to 
preach to the natives, distribute 
pamphlets, or do any thing 
Which had a tendency ta convert 
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the natives. 
that this 
tress, 


You may suppose 
us much dis- 
and eccesioned many par 


s | 
Caiiscd 


jor 
andthe Lore 
he ard ‘wad delivered us hi Om ail 
our fears. 

Tie Danish eovenor was ve- 
ry firm; he agsured us that ! 
would not 
press to be 
Poulation, 
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prayer ; it 


: did So, 


f 
ow 


siner the pris bine 
removed by any ne- 
and that if forcible 
were resorted to he 


would strike the flaw and sur- 


render himseif a prisoner of 
war. We were, however, vreat- 


ly distressed. ‘The idea of a 
breach of amity between two 
nations, taking its rise from us, 
was a matter of deep concern ; 
we therefore resolved io trv all 
mild measures while we could. 
Myself, therefore, and brotier 
Marshman requested a private 
audience with Lord Minto. We 
conversed with him freely upon 
the affairs cf the mission. Ile 
treated us with much respect, 
and at our request gave us leave 
to present him with a private 
memorial upon the subject cf 
the mission ; which we did, and 
which was followed by a letter 
from government to us, seers 
ine the order respecung th 
press, and recognising the cir- 
cumstance of our distributine 
pamphlets through ihe do- 
minions. 

All this cistress arose from a 
translation of a Ben- 
vralee pamphict, which contained 
alife of Mahummed, mostly ex- 
tracted from the preliminary 
discourses to Sale’s Koran, and 
followed by a few reasons why 
we did not believe the Koran to 
be of divine authority, or Ma- 
hummed tobe a prophet of God. 
This pamphlet was put into the 
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hands of a Mussuiman, who 
took the shortest way of answer- 
ing it; he showed it to his mas- 
ter, and he represented the mat- 
ter to government, and occasion- 
ed us all the trouble and anxiety 
above mentioned. 

“hough deeply distressed, yet 
I felt a confidence in God that 
he would make all these trials 
turn out uluimately for the fur- 
therance of the gospel; I trust 
this will indeed be the case. 
Accept my assurance of partic- 
ular love, give the same to Mrs. 
Rogers, to Mr. Ralston and all 
other friends. Iam very ailec- 
tionately, yours, _ 

W. CAREY. 


—_— 93 +a 


Letter from W. Carey to the 
Rev. Dr. Staughton. 

Calcutia, Nov. 25, 1807. 

MY DEAR BROTHER STAUGHTON, 


I HAV Ethis day learned from 
captain Jones, that the Bingham 
will sail immediately, I there- 
fore have written to Dr. Rogers 
a hasty Jetter giving an account 
of some of our troubles ; as I 
am not fond of sceing others 
euerulous or of being se my- 
self, 1 shall give you an account 
of some of our bright-side cir- 
cumstances. 

Among the natives cur 
success has lately been small, 
and gloomythings preponderate. 
We hear good tidings from one 
place about a hundred miles off; 
but near us see very little to en- 
courage. Among the Europeans 
in Calcutta, the Lord has been 
Working, and our prospects are 
greatly improved. I have rea- 
son aiso to believe that one 
Armenian is converted, 


Retigious £ntelligence. 


- 


We! 








[Sepr, 


, . 
nave raised the shell of our 
place of worship, which inclu- 
ding the portico is seventy feet 
square. 

1o-morrow my son Felix, and 
brother Chater, with their wives 
and children, sail for Rangoon ; 
a _ Rs ; : 
thet barrage has been for some 
ume on board the ship, but they 
have been deisined by an em- 
bargo. C, may Ged make them 
the imstrumenis of abundant 
good to that dark country! in 


which the gospel of salvation by 


the blood of Christ has never yet 
been published to the natives, 
unless we admit that some of 
the Roman Catholic mission 
may have done it. We hope 
soon to set up three more mis- 
slonary stations ; the death of a 
much respected friend up the 
country has led to some steps 
which will probably end in the 
settling of a brother there: we 
think of trying immediately also 
to send one to QOorissa, and an- 
ther to Chitagung. I hope no 
obstacles may arise to prevent 
these arrangements from taking 
place. Brother Fernandez has 
just Jeft us, he has been down 
for the benefit of his heaith, 
Which Iam happy to say, Is 
a creat measure re-established. 
Drother Chamberline Is at Cut- 
wa, laboring with all his might 
in the work of the Lord ! both 
he and brother Fernandez have 
seals to their ministry. 

The printing of the frst vol- 
ume of the Bible in Bengalee 1 
now finished, and that of the 
second which will contain the 
historice] books fram Joshua to 
Esther (inclusive) is begun. i 
I can see this finished ana 4 
second edition of the Pentetuch; 
I shall feel easy about the ber- 
galee Bible ; the translation will 





1308. | 


yndoubtedly admit of further 
improve »ments, but they will be 
‘nconsiderable when compared 
with the bulk of the work. 

The Sangskrit New ‘Testa- 


ment is printed to the middle of 


the Acts of the apostles. That 
‘nthe Oorissa language to the 
middle of Jobn’s gospel. In 
Mahratta and Hindoosthanee 
Matthew is nearly finished, and 
the printing of it in the Guja- 
rattee 1S begun. We had be- 
ewn printing the Persian New 
Testament, but aconverted Mus- 
sulman (convinced of the false- 


hood of Mahummedanism by | 


_reading the Koran) Mr.Nathaniel 

Sabot, an Arabian, one of Ma- 
hummed’s own family, who has 
resided several years in Persia, 
coming to Serampore, the print- 
ing of Persian was deferred un- 
til y™ could revise, and correct 
it. He is now with Mr. Martyn 
an Evangelical clergyman, who 
is with all his soul laboring in 
the Persian translation. Five 
other translations are carrying 
on; but the printing must be 
delayed until we can cast types 
in the characters, which, though 
we have constantly four or five 
letter founders at work, will re- 
quire time. I hope our gracious 
God will carry us through the 
whole. 

I must conclude by assuring 
you that you and my American 
brethren are frequently remem- 
bered by me in my poor addres- 
ses to the throne of mercy ; 
give mv Christian love to all 
Who feelinterested in our con- 
cerns, particularly to Mrs. 
Staughton, and to Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralston. Yours affectionately, 


VW q* A REV 


Ve wrshat 





Death of Rev. John Newton. 
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DIED, on the ey ening of the 
2 Ist Siecseaiee last, in the 83d 
year of his age, the Rev. Joun 


Newton, Rector of St. Mary, 
Wooinorth, Lombard Street, 


London. He was 29 years rec- 
tor of that Parish, and had for- 
nerly been a long time curate 
of Olney, Bucks. 

Taken altogether Mr. New- 
ton’s life was “singular, and in 
many respects extraordinary. 
The first and second periods 
were a direct contrast. In the 
former, scldom has human 


depravity gone greater lengths, 
or rendered a char acter and con- 
duct 


more contemptible and 
malignant. In the latter, sel- 
dom has Divine Crace ‘.* 
more iustriously displayed, 
respect of the person ao rly 
or more beneficially in regard of 
its influence on others. Drench- 
ed in wickedness, his greatest, if 
not his only aim was either to 
devise or perpetuate iniquity ; 
and his happiness, if it may be 
so called, was in proportion to 
his success. Among those with 
whom he then associated, he 
was the most unlikely to serve 
the Redeemer ; and yet on look- 
ing back and around among 
them, like Job’s servant, he 
said, * I only am escaped alone 
to tell the news of divine grace.” 
During the first period of his 
life, his dangers were great and 
frequent, his sufferings sharp 
and severe, and his deliverances 
surprising and almost miracu- 
lous.— But of this period [ shall 
ay ho more, as he has given a 
er and particular detail in the 
Authentic Narrative” written 
by himself. —This narrative can- 
not fuil to interest, entertain and 
edify readers of almost every 
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description.— While it is a state- 
ment of facts, the incidents are 
as surprising and unexpected as 
the fictitious incidents of any 
modern romance. 

Inwardly changed, his whole 
conduct was turned intoa new 
channel. Every object appear- 
edina new light. He now saw 
and adored the eraciotis hand, 
which supported and delivered 
him. He admired the patictice 
which bore with him under all 
his ills. 

Having tasted that the Lord 
was gracious, his heart was fil- 
led with gratitude ; and he zeal- 
ously defended the faith which 
he once endeavored to destroy. 
From love to God, and tender 
regard tothe souls of men, he 
was active and indetatigable in 
his master’s service. He was 
clothed with humility ; and of- 
ten said, that such a life as he 
had to look back upon, and such 
a heartas he felt within him, 
were cause enough to keep him 
humble all his days. Mild in 
his manners, and fervent and 
unaffected in his piety, he con- 
ciliated the esteem and affection 
of the religious of all denomi- 
Nations. 

He was the intimate friend of 
the celebrated Cowper as may 
be seen in Mr. Newton’s pre- 
face to Cowper’s poems; and 
while living together at Olney, 


these two composed the well 


known Olney hymns, which are 
certainly among the best extant. 

Mr. Newton is well known by 
his numerous works, among 
which are his “ Omicron’s Let- 
ters.” "These were the first he 


(Sept, 
published and were UNiversally 
admired. He had a pecuticy 
happy talent at letter Writing 
and his epistolary Style has justly 
been considered a model. His 
works have undergone several 
editions in Eneland and Scoi- 
land, and have been published 
also in America. 

I shall conclude this token of 
affection for Mr. Newton in his 
own words. “Ji” said he, « ej. 
ther extreme wickedness on the 
one hand, or the exceeding 
greatness of grace on the other, 
should award the palm in Heav- 
en, f will dispute the preceden- 
cy with Paul himself; he op- 
posed Jesus of Nazareth, be- 
cause he thought he ought; I 
opposed him, because I was de- 
termined I would.” 


———B +e - 


ORDINATION. 


ON the 28th of April 1808, 
the Rev. LurHer P. BLopcer 
was ordained to the pastoral 
charge of the church and con- 
eregation at Rochester, (Ver- 
mont.) The Rev. Aaron Cleve- 
jand (Missionary from Connect- 
icut.) made the introductory pray- 
er; the Rev. Lemuel Haynes 
of Rutland, preached frem Ex- 
odus xxxii. 21; the consecr- 
ting prayer by Rev. Elijah Ly- 
man of Brookfield ; charge by 
Rev. Holland Weeks of Pitts- 
ford ; right hand of fellowship 
by Rev. Jedediah Bushnell’ 0: 
| Cornwall ; and the concluding 
prayer by Rev. Jonathan Hove) 
of Waybridge ;—all was - 
ducted with solemnity, decency 





and order. 



















Poetry, 


POETRY. 


Nature and Means of Sanctification, 
“« The path of the just is as the shining light.” 


BEHOLD the glerious orb of day, 
First glimmering thro’ th’ opposing hills, 
Now hasting to the noon-tide ray, 

With lustre bright’ning as he climbs. 


Such is the saint, and such his course, 
One glory and one God they own ; a Aly 
Their warmth diffusive like its source, "a adhe 
Like pure their light, their influence one. iP 


3 - ut 

From faith just opening into day, = * DLs dl a 
And hope from death but one remove, } ow An | 
Thro’ mists and clouds he cuts his way, He Me | 
And struggles into realms above. oe 

Insatiate for a Saviour’s grace, a in 
His grace the pole-star and the prize ; hs 


His love impelling to the race, : } 
By love attracted to the skies. 








Immur’d in earth, inur’d to sin, FE hy 
His steps incipient languid move, 
He tires, and doubts the birth divine, 

Lusts, and fears lost the path of love. wee 


But daily to a higher goal a iA 
Advancing, leaves some lust behind, ’ 
Or steady mounting to the pole, 

Breaks thro’ the vapors of the mind. 


. eo 
es 


With knowledge, love and joy increase, 
With love and joy, a warmer zeal, 
With zeal, his faith and hope and peace, 
Faith hope and peace of God’s own seal. 





Yet ah! frail saint, by pride allur’d, 
How c.t doth sin renew thy fears ‘ 

Thy faith and light and hope obscur’d, 
And peace and joy exchang’d for tears! 


How oft doth thy corruption brood 
An offspring fatal to thy flight ; 
Divert to paths with dangers strew’d, 
And leave thee in primeval night ! 





Poetry. 


But mark! the glory of the skies, 

Like thee once languid in his course ; 

He rose, and thou like him shalt rise, 
Renew’d thy strength, increas’d thy force. 


Retiring, broken at defeat, 

Thy Saviour shall thy grace renew ; 
Sorrow and shame urge on thy fect, 

And hope new fledg’d, light wing’d, pursue 





er ek Se 
ba I ‘Sisley a te a 


So from the strand, at flowing tide, 
The bailled waves receding fly, 

But switt return, on every side, 

Break o’er the bound, and gain the sky. 
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Saint ! to thine altar, there’s defence ; 

Read closer in his works thy Lord ; 

And in his various Providence, 

On the same page his works and word. 
’ 


Prostrate before his Saviour’s shrine, 
The just to his memorial flies, 

And rising thro’ the outward sign, 
Into the inner temple pries. 


Caught with a Patriarch’s storied love, 
A Prophet’s zeal, Apostle’s grace, 
His heart to emulation moves, 

And all his soul and life is praise. 


Arm/’d with their weapons—for the field 
Where Stephen bled, anda Paul o’ercame, 
And cover’d with their proffer’d shield, 
Shrinks from no danger, dreads no shame. 


One in their warfare, Lord and foe, 

The influence one, and promise giv’n, 
Defeats the lusts which they o’erthrew, 
And mounts o’er heaps of slain to Heav’n. 


Thus do his light and life increase, 
And shine a dark’ned world to bless ; 
Till partial love and knowledge cease, 
And perfect glory crown the grace. 
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